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2 THE FAMILIES OF 

tate his inquiries with father Anselm: 
but his pride . resisted the temptation^ 
and he determined, by the mere force 
of his own authority, to obtain from the 
father eV^ry ptftiocryr with which be felt 
he had ^ light to be Uiade afccfua&ited. 

The next morning, a full hour before 
the appointed time, sir Herbert sought 
the confessoi*, atrd tte Yottad him within, 
and alone. Little time was lost in ex* 
l^^dn : £te iMy tuld fSm be iiuist 
t% ^t(«Il ^Ij^Au^ ^ ^^ ^g|pcttin{i»ic64( 

mk^Uovrt&tp&feiiS£h^ a JfoH >«^ 

iS^ISi XM6 ^iSmtAy *<tMiVa«flas8ed ; h^ 
WdIA mdt tey^ ids ^Sd«4e^ of i^ 
vise^ ^masiguatmi vftm t(4f iob 4ie fistd 

f -^ . -luaace 



Induiee thkn to xaneii them; he ahcov 
mtafy flattened md. thmtenied, he ni- 
«iitnM « tone of jiiipwtffl<%, lie «uediil 
the humblest strain of sdUofitiifJloii, aMl 
<dilte cmMdoefiilbBf ; ftibe &Ch^ 6hly 
«cAd rhim fiuit he »ast snot iiMt tiiaA 
with a secret, the QdiQivAeAge <dC Y4ii<di, 
^ii&ei' f)M8Gdt '^o»tt»tatices, ^tild not 
fMii^il%TestoM^ loift k0pes/«tid woiM 
only lie tfte liieans >€ff 'embno^oig himself 
fOld dAims te iiiMeraMe lOOftfusim. 

M»«C f ha«ie ^^s^: %»ft[e ftttl cm- 
Ittqui^es <fe^ la^rdbMi 'ffttbat -tte 4i&^ 
idosiiiie, ^FM vnttit cfiude t# anome ^ofiom 
xival. 9Ky f(M^vier <dm$eetiiifes ^lure ^maNMt 

«y >loiie; 1^ yen, 'her (wsortihless wktSm 

4eilt, ^ist and i^ppoitt^idr M 4i€kr ^gu^^ 

^ Be^ etotitfitt,* «idcl 4te «&&«r, .mi. 

B 8 matedr 



Here &ther Anselm sviddenly stoj^dt 
hiitttteKmce.— "Forbear!" said he, " for-- 
bear i\m impious language, and learn^ 
rash youth, with horror an<J remorse, 
that Julia is—your sister !" 

De Lacy stood transfixed in speech-^ 
kss amaze ; the sword dropped from his 
))a&d, as he gazed in wild affiigliit upoa' 
the father.^-^'^ You meek ute/' said be, 
at lengtii recovetdng hie Vaiee — *[ this 

» 

k some horrid fids^^ood you hove iri'- 
tented to efieet youc eyH purpose ; but 

.it shall not avail you: the sanctity of 
youc holy garb alone restrains my yen-* 
geanee; but here you diall remaia ur^ 
i hatre fiitbcmied this foul plot, and made 
you confess its author and its Tile int^i- 
lions^? So saying, he again seized hia 
sword, and in an attitude oi defiance 

^tood over the ecH^essor. 

** Unhappy 
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^ l^nlHtppy youth !* md h^^ m^fi^^ 

IfeiXk^ by bis misnacmg appeas^qe^ 
^< Qttlm you^ agitation, ayd^ end^ay^Hir 
to listen to the disastrous voice o^^u^i)- 
This tale of horror3 I would bare i^red 
you, in m^wy tQ my pafafon^, ij^ pky t9 
yourself; but your fearful violence ^9(3 
wru]pg tjip Hei^t kookmy bPWm. and 
/tiii^ vaki loiigCT tQ ijktleB^ ewweaJme?.^"* 

exhftnaM f?^Uci0t }rieldfid t^ wft^ 
4bpm^. «ot^ Jkw Itttier ei^Ptiona; wfis- 
iCSQQit witli ^ sCis9ng(&L of Ua j»s»(n, 
be sunk down upon « beneh fagr tiie ai^ 
^ father Ans^on, wd'iwepared to lpteD» 
ie^ sitent ^Up^, to hi^ €CMttmunirtit»;i»te 
^ l^fote I eommeBce the tak of your 
calaoMties,'' said he» *' promise not tii isk 
^errupt me; restrain your imp^tnD8^» 

B 4 wy 
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niy sorij and endeavour, as your unhappy 
Bister hus already done, to submit in 
patience to the mysterious decrees of 
Heaven/* 

• De Lacy waved his head in token of 
compliance, and father Anselm conti- 
nued — 

** When John lord de IMontforf , re- 
turning from the wars with king Rich- 
ard, found his nlansion enveloped in 
flames ^nd his premises in possession of 
dn^^nemy, hisHrst and liveliest care wa» 
,to^'s^«rethe safety of his only son and 
?heir r . tout viin were hi^ exertions; that 
.wing of the castle where the child was 
lodged was already in ruins, and to this 
iday he believes the lovely boy perished 
•in thei confusion. But you are that hap- 
.leas child : lord Owen, on the first onset 

of 
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of the battle, secured your possession^ 
and immediately conveyed you from 
your parents' knowle<^e^ 

** Lord OwenTs object^ in thus obtains 
ing your person, may easily be guessed^ 
he had now full power over hk i^ea 
toe, and in the absence of an heir to the 
property^ he couid propose;, and that 
with seeming generosity, that the infant 
daughter of Montfort should espouse 
his son, and upon her marriage- she 
should be endowed with the immediate 
possession of the Montfort estates,, bar* 
ling an annuity for the life of her &ther.. 

: ^ This scheme best suited the ambi<- 

• • 

tious policy of lord O Wen, , because by 
these means he obtained full right and. 
title over the property, to sello;? alienate 
it at his pleasure: and if by right of 
conquest the barony qf Montfort bad 

B £ &Ueni 
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^dlen to the kiiig,^ h would have 
parcelled out at xoyai (deasure^ 

^^ You may im^ne that I was kept 
in utter ignorance of flua base tcansac- 
tion lit the time it occurred : but long 
tfter^ when the stings of conscienoe grew 
too heavy to be bome^ lord Owen cotn^ 
&ised his crime ; and by way of pidiiat* 
mg his enotmous offissioe, he ]^eaded» 
that he might have filled t3ie measure 
of his giiilt, that by die lawa of war he 
might have overwhelmed die unhapfiy 
father widi the total devartation and 
desla^uction of afl he held dear; and in 
securing him Ins wife^ his daughter; and 
his htnd-^ extinguishing the flames 
tliat threatened his magnificent mansaoa 
with ruin, he endeavoured to Sotiget ti^at 
he bad robbed him of a son. 
^* When I Smt received this con- 
fession^ 
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^r his ini^ui^ by r§m»9mg '^ ^ii^ 

J9f rftstoiBg yw ti^ t;be bdsaegc fif your 

TRis *dvice he fombly Tejftgfce^ p fef mr 
j^msmtei you. ^ fi4<^<;9d by .^9 ii^Pr 
«iiee QitP ^ f^ffi^ of fii^»l r^i^ m^ 
youp ^wii,- wjwrp y«u . wwdd «iw>y# 

ti9 potomized Ivf tik king and pri^mojNiil 
in pnyperitioa 4» ^w« nitrite ^^be|irge)|: 
tibdt lard d^ M^Hda^ entertoi^iiig 11^ 
suBpeion of f^ deeeptioni pmot^sfid oiiaii. 
him, had already moiainal t&e dea^ ijf 
hkr flon^ 8»d had bscoine reeonoikd to 
iiis Ims ( 9iid tba^ vmre he naw to dilh^ 
ebae tiie tciiti!, his oivn honour v^^ 
pajr tibe |^:ke of sesl;iluliQit Thi^, | 

B& told 
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iold him, was a pem\ty he deserved to 
Isuffer; and that, if he continued to re- 
ject my solicitations, I should feel it a 
^Bty to do justice to the uijured. Tbat^ 
lie said, was out of my power ; for I was 
in possession of no evidence to prove my 
tidserticm, and his influence and autho- 
lity would speedily overwhelm and pu- 
tush the audacity which dared to rise 
against his will. His threats I despised, 
iMit bis reasdning too forcibly convinced 
toe that it would be vain to endeavour 
to vindicate your rights; lord Owen 
would have laughed at my unsupported 
assertion, and lord de Lacy would alto- 
'^ther have denied it 
< " tJnable to procure any additional 
due to direct nie to the truth, I was at 
fcngth most unwillingly forced to yield 
you to your fate : lord Owen hlmsdtf 

informed 
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iiifoFmed me yoii were an inmate at lord 
de Lacy's seat in Shropshire^ but I gain- 
ed no tidings of your destiny till youv 
iaAooktdrfar appearance at the goeat 
festival. 

: '** This, is the unfortunate history of 
your wrongs, and it is doubtless by the 
instigatioh of Heaven that my know* 
ledge of tb^ truth has thus timely averts 
ed the most horrible events;'^ 

De Lacy^ during^ this discourse, had 
sunk into an apathy fiom whidi it was 
cMffioult to arouse him; This situationr 
alarmed the good father more than aU 
his violence, iand it was long ere he 
could urge him either to speak or to 
: move A feature of his countenance r with 
his eyes vacantly fixed upon the ground, 
he sat transfixed to the spot he occupied, 
as a motionless statue ; his character 
_ , seemed 
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teemed totally cb9iiged» aa he jpusA^ 
from the e%tnme oi aninudsQit toi thk 
excess of foiignor and debility* 
: Father Anselm at length suecfeeded' 
in restoring him in some little degree 
to himself. He asked hiin whether he^ 
had any reeoUectiiui of drcusiataiaces ap^ 
ivdl calculated . to makfi anr impiei^kat 
upon the taiderest mind ? DeLaoy tai^ 
he perfectly Wiell nmcmlmied ehaaging 
Ins reudenoein the days of his eaiiiest 
youth, and he feared Aiat ciroiiuwstaiie^ 
too fovdbly ^x>m>bonited the tnitifi o£* 
the dreadful tale he had just heard un«r 
folded,' 

Another difficulty noir pi^eaented ibi* 
self, 'which required sSl the father^s inn- 
fiuence and ingenuity la sunaDUBt : !De 
Lacy evinced a ^»at unwiUingness to^ 
quit his apartmmty and betxi^^ tl^ 

utmost 
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utmofit repugntiuie 9t again encounter^ 
ing the presence of lord Oircn, the mu 
thar of aU hU suffedlngsL The kind An.* 
seim soothed him^ and obtained firott 
him a pcomise that he would retiom to 
coort^ and in tibe various pursuits in 
which hift attea&noe tiwre engaged 
him, endearrour to aedg some alleviation' 
to.hi8<misery ; he fikewiae promiaed to 
spare him the idread&l trial of a m^et^ 
mg wkh Uftd Owen^ and to make Jiis 
excuaea in the most plausible strain &r 
his jdbmpt and unconrteeua departure. 

in iim present dqeeted UnA spiritless 
state of De JLacj's mind, these was no 
fear of any sudden endeavour on hia 
part to taaveii lonl OwenV gmU and as** 
aett liis own ^titJei Ihis was Hie ideai 
which had so warmly excited &thcr 

Anselm's 
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Anselm's fears — ^much he had dreaded 
the effects of De Lacy's impetuous dis* 
position; but at present all these had 
subsided in a fixed and mournful calm.; 
he became tractable as a child in the 
hands of the confessor^ heedless where 
he went or what he did ; a tasteless con- 
tempt of life possessed his miagiiiation> 
and he seemed to care not how its short 
remainkig spell was passed^ It was in 
this mood that father Anselm persuaded 
him to what was certainly the most ra- 
tional line of conduct^ and the most 
Mkely to effect his recovery. The un- 
happy youth would not suffer the narao 
of Julia to be again mentioned in his: 
presence ; ia every other respect he sub* 
mitted to the direction of the father;: 
and when his horse and attendants were 

prepared, 
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prepared, he suffered himself to be 
mounted, took a speechless farewell of 
the confessor, and mournfully quitted 
the sad scene of his woe* 



chap:- 
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CHAPTER II, 
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The baron faithfully maintained the as- 
surance he had given lady Margaret, 
that the earl of Lincoln should never 
be informed by him of Cecily's new 
destiny; it was from the king himself 
he received the mandate requesting him 
to allow her to be |Mresent^ to the church> 
and recommending him to choose some 
other lady for his bride. It may easily 
be conceived the royal message threw' 
the liaughty suitor into extraordinary 
surprise and fury; he raved at lord 
Owen for his treachery, accused him as 
the author of this singular prohibiticm^ 
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and tismateDed wstJii Ud vengeance aU 
wha hod thus: eAdeavoured ta tihtw^ 
Ills, purpofie. 

He ioamediateljr coEisulted his ilwal 
eradie upon these occaaioiu^ ioid George 
de Laney, whose deep penefcatkai and 
knowledge of mankind aeldom &iled to 
iMfve3r every, design, smdl turn them to 
jhb own impeiiidipled putpostt. A&jemJk* 
tenmg" awkite to bis nepbewv he aeutei^ 
guessed the truth, nequitted terd Owen 
from^ ail diave in tiija transaction^ and 
irenturcd to vSBana thai the |>laii wts 
solely arranged hy the young lady^ 
through the influenee of her powerful 
friend, the countesa of Richmond, to 
free herself from an engagement her 
caprice r^ected. 

The resuH of this interview between 
tlieee kindred lords was an immediate 

determination 
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determination on their part to repair ta 
Castle Owen, and if the only opposition 
to their views arose from the lady Cecily, 
to endeavour to suppress it, and gain a 
point in which their pride was so warm^ 
ly interested. 

Their first meeting with the barons 
soon convinced them that he was per^ 
fectly guiltless in the business — ^his re^ 
ception was kind and friendly as ever; 
but the positive manner in which lady 
Cecily refused to grant the requiest the 
earl of Lincoln had sent, to beg that 
she would fevour th^ra with her pre- 
sence^ forcibly betrayed the share her 
inclination had taken in the affair, and 
pointed her out as the principal, if not 
the sole agent in this transaction. 

They next requested a private con- 
ference with the baron, a wish which 

wa& 
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iwas speedily granted, when lord Owen 
liastened tx> 'Vindicate his honour from 
the charge, by^rimply and 4sincerely com- 
municating every particular of Cecily's 
conduct, with an assurance that he warm* 
ly shared every, feeling of irritation and 
regret which the earl himself so fcnxibly 
expressed. They soon came to a good 
understanding upmi the subject, and dis- 
covered that their views and interests 
(were the same : they mutually reproadw 
ed the king for usurping too much au* 
thority over his nobles, by endeavouring 
to break off the altiance, after every ar- 
rangement had been completed; and 
they maintained that; even in a political 
point of view, it would be highly nece&- 
pary to remonstrate with his nu^esty^ 
^d resist so heavy a stretch of prero- 

gative. 
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4ftgtd 4li8ir patelatisBiiy smd snc^ 'wiSl 
fcmtaliy te^found tlie liiotivas tif Iteis^ 
inviio 4uR^et 'WL <Qiltam derptkm to ^pnbfic 
^gMifl : wlE4irteiMt » geneeostlby .flie;ifmr 
43f 4ictii«ii, J«nA mi^dxief the TOixmiqpifen^ 

ISie fy&t attempt of fiie earl^foos tto 

slfie <t}ie lady 4i^ ^cMffpUatioe ; Jiiit Urn 
ikiie^^trnxmsOMVL »0t to appear in idi 

^ ^moch as iw mmd <wa6 liiteMisted in 
tlie'Mrl's1Q»Eil 4meGeB6, fafe idid fi€it IMsik 
it^P^ae 4o ijsk ^e higk SBwmr ^he stood 

and 




«fid lie ^hrewAf ^ete^fiked lliat t^e 
^itfft^f i^iiA^g ito ^decrees i^otildtest 

^^ «(d's tieikt iirttett)^ finding }^ 
^<dffea ndtUiig vPff6n KkKAfs h»ve, "wu 
«di(p«i^k ^^ndbierfe«!s;aiid%tt*lMs|m!> 
^pMblie^^thi^iedttetiea her with Hie temVte 
UtA iitOfitdxiitt ^tisngesnce *df tSs ttndci^ 
lord Gmge de Imtey^ in tstsb "she isfffl 
i!cmtimi6a tidven^ to hiis Irishes, ^h 

ftfe wotld in ^tts fercmr, for Icrtd 'Gewge 

ttitmrloii with femiKar ^irits, to hold 
Xhem iiiit his txWMiand, be directed hy 
their counsels, and endowed witli ^ 
ttidJrWpewteitwtwfl^ifts : 'l«tt, ihrtmiately 
ferCJeeSfy, the iMC^ent tuition of fdflier 
jAMsfeteilidd KdiMd )ier mind ^ ^bove 
<hetewdtffVtiIg» Wttk; and irh2st the 

world 
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ivorld gave implicit credit to tales of tbe 
^ossest foUy^ whilst even the learned 
were victims of the most palpable ere:' 
dnlity, ^he had learnt to distinguish 
truth, and despise the impious pceten- 
^ons of magic Disgusting and horrible 
are the effects of superstition; volumes 

would not communicate the terrors and 

, • .■-.•.•.-■ 

cruelties of man when convulsed with 
the effects of this madness^ to which the 
'human mind has ever been prone to 
yield itself; the wisest ancient authors, 
and even .the scriptures, .have recorded 
its existence, and, down to our own en* 
lightened days, we may still trace the 
feeble remains of its folly. 

JLord George de Laney was reputed 
learned: he had collected a large num- 
ber of ancient manuscripts, and was him- 
iself conspicuous for his knowledge in 

astronomy^ 
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astronomy, a ^diencie whicli gave him an 

■ 

eminent preeminence in the arts h^ af- 
fected, enabled him to foretell eclipses 
and other changes in the heavenly bo- 
dies, wfaidi, to the ignorant, had all the 
effects of supernatural ability. Many 
there were who cherished his idle dreams 
and vagaries, and who listened to his 
impious 'blasphemies and impositions. — '- 
Sometimes he asserted that he had power 
to rule the ocean, make the sun to shine, 
raise the tempest, or diifct its fury ; that 
his agency gave him power over all the 
dements : and these rumours he circu- 
lated with such skill and address, that 
they usually obtained undoubted belief. 
Numberless were the brain-side fools 
who, rejecting wholesome remedies fin: 
the cure of their disorders^ Imnight their 
complaints to him ; first, that his skill 
VOL. ni. c might 
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might detect and punish any sttpposed. 
witdicrafty and next, that bis art might 
^{dy the remedy^ .So great wgs hi& 
ipfluenee around his ^ own iomiediBte. 
neighbourhood, and so much was. hi& 
power dr^ed, that no request was ever 
denied him-^none dared disobey hi& 
Qommands ; ruin had generally been ob* 
served to follow quickly upon the head 
of him whq ventured to dispute his. 
will, and most certainly no m£ian& were 

ever: rejected by which he might coxur 

«»- 

pass hii$ desigigts. 

. Wkh the Maekest shades in his cha* 
i^ter,, H is but justice: to say, bannt 
Quren w^ totally unacquamted ; tiie 
odtons ruioour coacemiRg the suddea 
and singular departuxie o( hisLwife had 
nevior reached hi& ear,, and he af&eteda. 
Qont^mftufiiis disfaelii^£ bx eXk tfaei unsuj^. 

ported 



/-I 



portM assertions thstt were bu$ily ditu* 
lated by report. . 

To tbb ne^ aDd sipg^dtf O^^lMMtai* 
eatioci^ YAaxii wis maAe to Ceoily blf 
the earl of Lmooln, stie retdmed A sdM 
bitt 1Kn)Ei imd ^dignified reply, tax^Ui^ 
iilg her fixed resohitioh of ^sdksa^^ii^ 
heilself to the chbrch^ and in that pe6k)&- 
&1 «n<*».y Adtering te«lf lto« 
6ow tbfi love of kurd lineohi and the 
vexigi^tttce t>f his ancle. 

Fcofed m every attempt t^ wk his* 
l^nrpwe, tine flHsaj^pciinted »6if€4* gre#f 
^Moljr th^ more Teheotietit ib his^ diesh^eS;! 
Ito viefeiiGie of hiB t^p^ ^SA vbt^'^ 
liml tor poffsue Ida tktim^. ai^f h^ laiii^ 

• - • • • 

,a sehenie trfttob evieiy tr^ doated witb 
Hp hold aiidl bMiglut^ dMitcltf : iNlf 
betee he ventuart»ck tlo' ]^ tKk ^lait iti 
j^RBcfeiMi, br iUt tke^ ri«oM^ of i^Adi' 

c a ing 
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ing tbe opinion of lord Owen, without 
whose tacit acquiescence it seemed scarce- 
ly possible to be effected. He accord- 
ingly riepresented in the warmest co- 
Ipura the folly and weakness of submit-' 
ting to a woman's caprice; that their 
rank and dignity alike forbade such 
tame subservience; and tliat, with the 
baroa's permission, it was stiU in his 
poyrer to. attain their ends. He then 
proceeded to reveal his putpose of lying 
in >v^jit.f(H: her on the morning she de- 
parted in proce^ion to her convent ; to^ 
possess himself of her person, treating 
her w^th every delicacy and dignity, due 
to h^. rank ai^d medts ; to condiKst her- 
in bridal pomp to his own domains,^ im-- 
mediately cause the nuptial caremony 
to be performed with due magnificence, 
and thus obtain the precious /object of 

his 
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bis love^ before it was in tbe power of 
&te to sepai^te tbeftn. He offered to 
take tbe wbole respohsibility of tbis if- 
Tegular conduct upon bis own bands ; 
4o ascribe it, as h4 was pleased to {jay, 
to its true caus^ — ^tbe violence of bis 
jpassion ; and to make bis own peace 
with government and Witb tbe cburcb. 

Lord Owen oppos^ not tbis plan^ 
inovided bis daughter's dignity was con- 
mdted, and the magnificence of wealth 
and splendour secnred to her possession. 
To this tbe eail readily engaged, - and 
instantly came forward with a r^ewal 
of his former proposals, which, in libera^ 
lity and parade, were well calculated to 
dazzle tbe ambitious baron* ^ 

Affairs being thus settled to their 

mutual satisfaction, every thing wore 

an appearance of calm, which was gra- 

• ' c 3 tifying 
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tifying to CecUy^^ ^ k s^ved to caor 
vpp^ her %jt the hatf^J e^rl ba4 at 

wa^ of $tUl gr^t^ q9n«e(^($D4^ to her 
peace, that l>er father qa }o^^ sup- 
ported his preten/sioiis. HU wprd hiMl 
passed . te ,tl^ cod^i^s iof RichiDQiuW 
his piermi^SLpn htid: h^p ^»wil}iil^x ^^ 
tor^^ bpt s)ie .mi^@d itp pereetve it 
W9» ^& ^nt^ntipB t?! odbesp Ito it, «tt^ 
,, i^ ,»4^ |,e, wiU. «,««.«. « 
persecM^^im: w}»en h^ i|iet bi9r»:M w«» 
IFitih o^twfti^ ])4l^dpe8^ and OTflityi 
|nd iipt^th^^tandipg bis mmnar ii»d« 
bly epiiYma^ be^ tbM ab^ bad offei^ed 
bpn> yet fee nevCT reprotelifid her fiar 
her conduct. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER HI. 



The earl of Lincoln^ with his uncle, soon 
left the castle, with an intimation on the 
part of the former that he would hold 
himself in readiness, with a proper escort, 
fo lie in wait for Cecily, andbeur her t6 
his home. The dHy of her immolation 
was afaready appointed, and was to be 
the same day once fixed upon by her 
Either for her inauspicious nuptials. The 
moment fast approached, and at length 
the morning dawned which was to tear 
her from her home, and separate her for 
ever from every fond tie — to shut her 
heart against every human feeling, and 

c 4f confine 



82 THE FAMILIES OF 

tonfine her attention to the gloomy and 
spiritless duties of the cloister. 

With a heavy heart Cecily arose ; and 
so visibly were her spirits depressed, and 
so deep a melancholy had shaded her 
fine features from the moment her des- 
tiny had been arranged, that her father 
flattered himseli^ in permitting her at 
length to become the victim of lord 
Lincoln, he did but cause her to ex- 
(diange one gjrief for anptlier ; and that, 
however small the affection she might 
feel for him, she felt little more for the 
church. . He hoped that the sf^endid 
scenes in which she would shortly be 
engaged, the festivities she would par- 
take, and the attentions she woidd com- 
mand from her new station, might spee* 
dily reconcile her to her unloved lord, 
and atone for his unjiistifiable condu^t^ 

That 
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That no^ difficalties migiit occur to 
the earl, and as the distance to the con- 
vent was but a short day's journey^ lord 
Owen bad Commanded her attendants 
to be few i« number; at the head of 
them was fat^r Ans^m ; hunself and 
her brother were f» attend her some 
fewmile», and then return to the castW: 
this was so arranged by the bardn^ he- 
cause Walter Owen, who sincerely loved 
his sister; and bitterly mourned her das' 
parture, had at first insisted upon accomp- 
anying her the whole of the journey t 
and the only way to prevent this deter- 
mination, which in all probability would 
have ruined the plan of the earl, was for 
lord Owen, under pretext of parental- 
respect and kindness, to propose escort- 
ing her beyond the precincfcr of his own 
dcHnakis> and then return under the 
- C 5 escort: 
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escort of his son«-^ plan to which the 
imsi»]acious Wsdter coul4 not pos^ibl^ 
object. 

How moiumful vf^ the scene ^ ^ 
parture;^ how sad the eonfli^jt of that^ 
affectionate parent, who had given birtb 
to the fairest offsprings bad trained bet 
in the mo^ unsullied excellence^ and; 
as she gloried in her virtne, saw her 
snatched from her ardent love, and coiw 
signed to premature oblivion I Her^ 
^ister^ too,, felt that in the lady Cecil)^' 
she lost her dearest compa^ion,^ hei? 
wisest counsellor-*-one In whose &ith^ 
ful bosom she cquM safefy refuse ev^^ 
grief, froni whose: example she was 
strengthened in every duty, a^d whogcj- 
practice was ever the precept of lova 
and true benevolence. There was no(j 
throughourt'the poud domains of Casdig 

Owen 
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Owea a humiEUi being wlio did not griere 
for her loss ; the destitute regretted her 
liberality, the ignorant her instructioit^. 
and the mourner her sympathy. Her 
cultivated understanding had distributed 
its gifts around, and the pure light of 
reformation bad already glimmered upon 
her labours : through her kind influencr 
an air of comfort was difiuaed through.^ 
#ut the dwdlings of the poor, and^ iii 
true knowledge and refinement these 
happy cottagfers^ weise at least a centm^ 
be^e their ndighbouts. Such were the 
active labours, suck the services of love 
and chalky whidb were now to be lost 
to the world, an4 ex(^nged io^ languid 
prayers and tedious diUies, neither ho«> 
nourable to God or serviceable to manv 
Yet theee weee minds, ev^a as piously 
dispesedt as, the lady Margaret's, weak 

c 6 enoughL 
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enough to prefer this ymm. service of 
the rosary to the more exalted career 
of active benevolence. Happily for aa^ 
these errors have beenr at length, obli- 
terated ; then let us not i^ain &11 under 
the same wretched perversion, by sub»- 
mitting to the guidance of those mis- 
guided teachers/ whose morose doctrine 
would exclude the lively virtues of Ghiis- 
tianity, and who centre their gloomy 
ideas of perfection in one single duty, 
and that the obligation of pray en 

The little party consisted of ^^tfaer 
Anselm, accompanied by two chaplains ; 
lady Cecily, with her father and brother, 
in the family equipage ;^ and two at- 
tendants. As they rode through the 
park, Cecily thought upon the last time 
she had been escorted by Henry upon 
her retium from visiting the countess of 

Richmond : 
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Richmond: how sad was her heart at 
that moment, when she felt SKy much 
regret at parting tidth the interedthig 
stranger! but how fordbiy did shertow 
wish that she had never known him 
otherwise— ^that . her eyes bad never 
ag^n dwelt upon his captivating peiv 
son, or her ears listened to his love! In 
that case she could have completed h<^ 
sacrifice with a mind at peace ; but now 
her utmost efforts scarcely^ commanded 
the appearance o£ serenity and compos 
sure. 

She was at : length aroused fit)m the 
indulg^ice of theise feelings by her fa- 
ther's vbice commanding the charioteer 
to stop; and having cddly giVen her 
his blessings he got out to return. Wal- 
ter prepared to fblfew his example, and 
having most affectionately bidden adieu 

to 



M 
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to the ^ar novicaate, heixKNstunwillii^^ 
ecHisigned her to her &te. 

It was some milies from tMs spot thai 
ft rpad from tiie north, crossed that in 
which Cecily was moyiiaig, and which 
was more immediately^ ccmnected witii 
the distant premises of the earl of Lmr 
eoln : <m this spot a sumptuouis diaric^ 
was stationed^ ah?eady fiUed with woh 
men, wxdting as attendants np<m the 
expected bride; six setving^en, m 
their gayest liveries, surrounded tibis 
equipage ; and in advance was the eadi: 
himself, with four attendants, an esquire^ 
and pages, all completely aimaed. 

Aa soon as he perceived the dii»tantL 
approach of baron Oweili's carriage^ hia 
mind began to &lter, and although he 
was 0f a character, hanfened to every 
feelmg of ddicaCy and nfii&em£at^ yet 

lie 
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he now bkished- tA lik own ooir^nct^ and. 
was hungibted ib th« eont^oiplatim of 
Im OWI3L unwottby djeisajgiis: but still Ur 
bad sufficieut^oun^e to determine upoQ 
efibcling his.pmpQse; aad ordering, hir 
attoadant^ to atop the eccvali^de, be {ire- 
seated bi9i£»elf to the a£Gb%hted CeqOy^ 
and in a subduied and inooherent straiia. 
attempted to apolo^e for bb presumpi 
tion, ascribed tbe^ wbote blame to tite 
ibroe of love,, and ended with proclaim^ 
ing hift det&enmnation to re»:me her fram 
ber impendiog &te, and to force: her to. 
make him happy ; he likewise promised 
and professed tibe most unbounded xet- 
spect^^and offering bb h$md^ would have 
assisted her to alight .. ( 

Lady Ceieily, who at th€Kfii:st monsiefil: 
was. beld j^ent by surprise^ at. tbis.^^arf^ 
ful movement recovered all her strength 

and 
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and energy : i^e re»fited his grasp, and 
calling most piteously to father Anselm 
and her attendants, cried out, in a tone 
of bitter fear and despair-**-" Will no 
one save me from this hateful power ?" 
. At this instant the galloping of horse- 
men was heard approaching; they seen)r 
ed to fly on the wings df the wind, so 
rapid was their advance ; 'twas^ as if the 
dismal tone of Cecily^s voice had pierced 
the air and added swiftness to their 
speed. In a moment the earl turned; 
and in the menacing attitude of theip 
leader he thought be discovered a foe: 
He was not long left in doubt, for in 
one moment a sword was drawn, and a 
threatening voice was heard—" Desist 
instantly from your foul pursuit, or 
vengeance shall overtake your presump-^ 
tion !" 

" And 
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•* And who are you/* the earl wrath- 
fully repliedj '* wbodai>e thus* defy the 
earl of liweoln ?*** ' ! > 

*' One who "can complete * bis threat 
and punteh your Jpetfidy,?' iaid the chhin. 
pion, who boldly udbraeing^ hi»: bekxief^ 
discovatd the wefi4:iK>WA featiues of 
Henry Werter. 

Irritated and itoad with disapjK>infr 
ment at thig unexpected ultemiption^ 
the vindictiTe earU whibt Heney was 
thrown off his guards attempted to 
(Strike him to the fgrouqd; but the in^ 
tended blow was warded by another 
horseman frpin behind, whikt Henry 
flew to the carriage, and presented him- 
self to the gaze of Cecily. Furious at 
thu& beholding his prize on the point of 
being lost, he called upon his esquire, 
who was remarkably strong and expert 

in 



in arms^ for assistmoe. — ^ DelivCT "me 
iiom this base-born hu^lingf satid he: 
'^ I will not sully my noble iutmu in oon^ 
tending with sudi a wretdi ; but rid me 
ef his peesenoe, and I w31 awe his fot 
lowem into submission." 
' The powerfiil soldier instantly pre- 
pared to obey his lord's commands, and 
too fidthfuUy would they have been 
exeeuted^ had not Henry% oompaniom 
been more watchful of his safety than 
iie was himself; fat he was now wholly 
occupied by Ceeily ; he^w h^ agitated, 
and m labouring to convhice her of her 
security^ he fc»rgot his own. 

At this instant father Anselm ap- 
]N*oached him. — ** Young man,** said hc, 
^ this is no time for idling; hasten to 
your charge— drive off yon recreant mi- 
nister of guilt— ^diver our hred lady 

from 




fyMi hia fow», but kwe h» punMi^ 
meat to Hewen/^ 

of duty, prepared to execute his tasK 
The rarl ioBtfiitly darted across the i^d, 
and calling to his armed attendants, pr^ 
pared to distrifautp sonae of their Wea^ 
pons to his servin^vmen, and loudly eaO^ 
ed ufon them te assist tlieir lavSL ^«c^ 
an addttiiQQ to his party .would iiave 
tireat^ ft %uAii odds against Hcnvy 
and his asaocnateai father ^Anselm at(W 
tbek danger, and witii equid fo»gy mi 
presence of mind he raised his faandr, 
and in an &wful tone of Toioe proclaimed 
the vengeance of Heaven against timt 
arm who daied to raise its strength i» 
support of such atrodous guilt-— ^ In 
depriving Heaven- of its fainest flower,'* 

saiid he, Avith a nohle animaiion, ^ you 

shall 
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ahaU depii Ve .thim sacred mini$tar of life^^ 
and he placed his veneiahle form imme^ 
diately b^Wten the bufy Cecily and her 
zoes* 

M Awd-struck wtdi the nu^estic sapeio^ 
xity whidi seemed to inspire this actioiii^ 
not one servant prepared to obey the 
earl's commands. The confessor taking 
lidvantage of their submission, proceed- 
ed to point out moi^ feeling and for- 
cibly the heinous ciime they were called 
upon to complete; he represented the 
lady Cedly as already devoted to Hea« 
yai, and he declared that whoever fought 
to separate her from her destiny fought 
against God ; and he ended by again 
d^nouiK^ng the heaviest wrath against 
such sacrilegious offenders. 

It was in vain that arms were busily 
distributed"--fiiot one hand was raised to 

wield 
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<wield th^ttt ; ^Mdh WastHe impres^Ve 

ft 

t<m€ of &th^ Aiiselm's cQademne, that 
liie setvisintsi bne by One stbte off ^m 
the scene of actibn. ' ' -/ 

But the earl Was not sb easily- intimi^ 
dated : $till presufning ^faAt hii/ seirvants 
TPTOuld fight f* li& msoue, If not for the 
hdyCedly, he b^dly itttaeked the ad* 
Verse parfy, and endeavour^ to fbrde 
his way to Ihe carriage. ' Hmry instant- 
ly advanced to the assistance of the de- 
fencdess oonfessor^ vAib istiU occupljMl 
his post: in fulfilling this sa^ed trust, 
he wounded His adyiersary, who/ in spite 
of his xr^m mffinJng, rtill obntinued his 
attaidc. At.nghtofM^ blood his arii^ 
follow^' Inanity ^rtrshed to ^s( asskt* 
anpe, but tibey mii^gled in the iBky cmly 
in tinie«>> witness another wbuhd wbidi 
the dauntless swind iai Heniy ihfficted; 
V -' and 
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enough to prefer this van. service of 
the rosary to the more exalted career 
of active benevolence. Happily for a», 
these errors have been at length obli- 
tasted; then let us not again faU under 
the same wretched perversion, by sub- 
mitting to the guidance of those mis- 
guided teachers, whose morose doctrine 
would exclude the lively virtues of Chris- 
tianity, and who centre their gloomy 
ideas of perfection in one single duty, 
and that the obligation of prayer. 

The little party consisted of father 
Anselm, acicompahied by two chaplains ; 
lady Cecily, with her father and brother, 
in the family equipage ;^ and two at- 
tendants. As they rode through the 
park, Cecily thought upon the last time 
she had been escorted by Henry upon 
her return from visiting the countess of 

Richmond : 
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Hichmond : how sad was her heart at 
that moment, when she felt so much 
regret at parting tvith the interesting 
stranger! but how forcibly did she now 
wish that she had Aever known him 
otherwise— that . her eyes bad never 
again dweh upon his captivating pei^ 
son, cfr her ears Ustened to his love ! In 
that case she could have completed her 
sacrifice with a mind at peace ; but now 
her utmost efforts scarcely^ commanded 
the appearance of serenity and compos 
sure. 

She was at length aroused from the 
indulgence of these feelings by her fa- 
ther's vbice commanding the charioteer 
to stop; and having cdidly given her 
his blessing, he got out to return. Wal- 
ter prepared to follow his example, and 
having most affectionately bidden adieu 

to 
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was still stamped upon their surFatt;* 
Bxid still maffeed the true diaracter jc£ 
his disposition. / 

' Whilst the &tiier was thus diaritably • 
employed, the', precious moments were^ 
passed.by Henry In the presence of Ce^^ 
cily: and who can paint their mutual 
delight 1 At that instant, the sad xetro* 
spect of the part, and;the hopeless antU - 
dpaticoi of the future were alike gob^ 
cealed .from their, vitiw^ in the contem* 
{^btion ef reach other revery fioiutty mm 
ai)sorbed, every sorrow was forgotten* t 
But this. deceitful state of enjoyment 
was socm interrupted by an allusion^ 
of Ceeily to her convent: this .again : 
awakened bitter .recollections; it^opened . 
an endless .chasm vto: their view^ whidi : 
was. to separate them for ever. . 

Jieniy most feelingijr^titianed that 

she 
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whidi hadf ooomned were ar siilficieflt 
plea^ fi)F him cbui^ ^ dondiiitt : he ler 

fofeseotedftiial/ the eilif jbgrrUil^^hai&desli 
attem|rt» hadi lMilev€i^d9iai^to h^ f^ 
tltaf# . mjjpfjBdt^i wiM catfcl& never agaiis^ 
profmM: hinr- fohftrf acfceftai^ tlm<f 
ooBseqiiendjr ac gfimbedngrjray oi hepo 
begaa tor sMhm^ upoR^ their prosj^ects^ 
whiclryr(mmained'¥^ili^ bef 4iloiie^ t» eaoc 
tuago^iahif by' piosimig; her iMd« ta the 
csomnentv.. 

ibknij b«$;amb)p o]qMMsaig his^re^uesti 
iG^ ic^nreseDted itwas^:tcK{> kteifooheiisb 
any^n^iMMi expeetattonfirtliafrherpo-^ 
i]a9»\i7a«'dbieadjn' gmiiiK alid< her> &ithi 
rnnsl stoxr be^fdig^todi totthe;cto€hr< 

But it was not possible long to i^esis^ 
mAKpuaatyij^ fevcihleravpteMter air ^he 

V9tl UL D had 
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had to contend with; her own heart 
too powerfully acknowledged the fwce 
of every argument Henry urged in fa- 
vour of his wishes, and before fatlier 
Ansehn rejomed them, he had gained 
the boon he asked. They had little dif- 
ficulty in obtaining his sanction to their 
intentions ; he had too long witnessed 
Cecily's enlarged benevolence, and his 
mind was too far elevated above the 
prejudice of superstition, to induce him 
to prefer the seclusion of a cloister for 
his beloved pupil; he was not sorry 
therefore to see her once more restored 
to grace her native home ; and, from his 
love to Henry, he could not help secret- 
ly entertaining certain wishes, which 
were pretty much in unison with theur 
own. 
The little party was soon arranged; 

Henry 
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Hairy occupied the carriage with Ce- 
dly ; the rest followed in the same order 
they had Ibrmerly held; and having 
«een the wounded earl carefully pre- 
pared for Hs removal, the cavalcade 
<x>mm^iced their return to Castle Owen. 
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The happiness of which Heniy now 
found himself in possession exalted his 
spirits to their highest pitch ; he talked 
in the most sanguine strain^ and hope 
beat high within him. How apt is pre- 
sent enjoyment to anticipate future feli« 
city ! and whilst joy brightens our steps, 
we behold all things through the same 
brilliant medium. The contrast of the 
past was now added to heighten flie 
charm ; and even the cautious mind of 
Cecily caught the happy infection^ and 
her imagination glowed in the contem- 
plation of tiiat picture which Henry's 

&ncy 



fviMck HMw ftd^ «d tife ip». ^i t^e 
exact momeM sd ^£Hi^Kfiil ^ )l^ ^6ti 

M¥ds«ft% : idirA mm, m ^^loiift the 

(AK^,%st)d¥a^tSd^t/^ Client t& thB ^ 

Wlki^ led t6 «d lijii^^ fa ^kMt 

ti^ fh6^dtt!rfh3 iif tMie ^ k^ wtHtteh; 
tSO. iA I6V« Is triiti^^^ «6ihttiAMdiliT^ 
]k6 iftfc' 6ili6& toasted df lifs IfaM^ bcoA^ 
d^lMe, lA6d jMrired tbd fadHoti^ ftd ^^.t 

p 8 most 
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most assuredly become. the wife of hiii 
lord; " and then, my dear Alice," said 
he, " our fates will be the same, and 
love shall for ever uilite us*" 

Alice, who was sincerely attached to 
her mistress, sympathized in her sor, 
rows : she as cordially feared and hated 
the earl as she loved his man, and, was 
both alarmed and astonished at this W 
sertion. She questioned him. repeatedlyj^, 
but he shrewdly perceiving t^at he had; 
already said too much, refused to ac? 
count for his suspicion^ His hesiiation^ 
only served to convince her that some^ 
thing was in agitaticxi ; and as she ima?^ 
gkied that nothing was too base for thq, 
eadix) undertake, she became coai^der-^^ 
ab)y akurnpad. In^thi? f^rful state di 
suspense i^e wisely spared her .mi^tr^ 
^P rW^^^^.- such a commii<i|G4t^ 

: •: would 



OWES Ali^D DE MONTPORT. 55 

ivcndd necessarily have awakened, and 
ikfter revolving in her own mind how to 
aicf, and vainly endeavouring to gaiii 
the truth from her lover, she waS deter- 
mined to have recourse to the wisdom 
of father Ansehn, and reveal to him all 
she knew. 

He entirely participated in her fears ; 
and feeling that no time should be lost, 
he immediately summoned Robert into 
Ids presence. . He first endeavoured to 
ivin his confidence, but that effort failed ; 
be next rpused his fears, and so success- 
fully worked lipon them, by telling him 
tfaatin/tiase any viol^ce^was committed 
the ;whdLe weight of vengeance would 
j^l .upon his head, :that he eventually 
effeeted* his purpose. He cORfessed the 
acdneme^ hiis^ .mast^ he^ devised, intimat* 
%i|r4ie saw lit^e harm could arise, 

p4 as 
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as ihe hAy m^M te be 'jbmtted willt «ff« 
bounflLed creopect ^ind ma^piifiQeiioe, ^mA 
initalleA ip jdl the sfiiieiidottr of 4i iMi 
€ful!sidoiiiaiia; be told att Idbe poftiouliVi 
of tbe ^ntfigemeut, mid coaobided bjT 
hinting, as an apology &r fakn«df ad4 
his master, that he believed tbe tNum 
Ow^ himself aras not iigi^oniAt <lf the 
isciieme. . 

Father Ansebn mm s^iodsMd art; ^tlMi 
bajs^nesB^f J&e ^bm ; wid as te Iia4 t99 
nracfh neaMn to fear die tmron had «i^ 
deed ^MKticipated in it, be ^t the^iUR^ 
eulty ^ couQtenction. He «oidd find 
m> feady €K0Me ^ ^mtpciiing <lie jdii^ 
mejr ; beaideq, «m ndvantage ^ii^evid %i 
gatMMd by ddby, «s tbe earf cMdd stiM^- 
at enother e(^ortunlty» Ue in waat lor 
h&B ]^^; «id it iv>dttld l»e ^ef little ^me 
to make a fcnml <;omiiufiicatieH ef kSa 

suspicions. 
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ittbOb UyMiiMkfe itam, lAi find imtte 
«t|i6r tMUMd nf Maying tlw eaii At 
iMgtb lit rMOfvd tte Mf QetSfy ifaviM 
be suffered to proceed on her journey/ 
sai tbe Mvl M bitrtrf hit iMterittobs, 
#lifc!h wtfnlil at 4nn ttdvoft the inftnif 

)t watf Hbm Mofefiat^t oare to prc^^«e> 
jl Ittfflciiol fdvw «» «oiiiiteMet ihe e4tf» 
d«^^«$ iit tbir difHrndt emergency fa^ 
dttttfOkiei t» tf^gj^bii tittf tonit-triedf 
fti«MlMil|i^«f thfe iNdh^ Mtt^garat, And tf^ 
iM^ wMi het tat Mteqmtte iheanK of 
defekci* A« this junfctutejbttt one da^ 
i^tefvened hifyte Cedfy's departure; W 
ll[^fefi»i« kn^b^dktely set off far Fetri^^ 

» 

iJlK^ Gas^^ Slid Mkin driving at tKtf 
imMe^ mdfision^ had the gcK>d fortune td 
hear the ddDbMecfs ef Ricbimfid was at 

•'• x>5 home, 



" homBf aiid disengaged. He: found' ^^ 
sitting with her mournful guesj;,-lfciifyi 
Werter, and: his aitratice indeed badi» 
mterrupted a most interesting oohters^! 
tion. '.:.•, 

Lady Margaret had.often seen Heitrjr^ 
wheh he -thought himsdf unnoticed,, andr 
when he was indulging his most melaft-^ 
choly moods, entirely' absorbed, in jthe 
contemplation of some dear pledgeF, and? 
upon finding himself observed, h^ neVef 
failed to commit to his bos(mi^ that the- 
precious deposit might rest neal*^ Uf 
heart This singular action had bptk^ 
surprised and perplexed her: it bapf 
pened that on this very day she entered 
so suddenly that she found the sacred 
relic still in his hands, and in the first 
moment of her astonishment involunta- 
rily exchdjQc^edr^'' It is Ce#y's T 

This 
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. : fr^«hMtr«eDt^oe instantly jreyealed 

« ' * • * . 

t9!Heiqy that; his secret was discover- 
^ . Confounded and confused^ he^ threw, 
himself at hsr. feet, and groaned aloud^ 
Bmandf^ted at <»ice, by. this disclosurej^ 
fiom. the restr^nt . bin heart had l^g 
l»een: taught to practise, his* soul found 
fltterancne ip all the silent eloquence of 
grief. .cAlmitual exjdanation took pkoe^ 
and the.t^ars feH fast ^m the lady H^r 
gar^t, as sb^. listened to the shnple but 
pathetie ; tale which Henry told. fL^ 
9wn mind forcibly ackno winged that 
^e dignity of ^sentiment and s^blkna 
j^bearance nfhkh had actuated I)k ccm^ 
^uctt, could £i)jpnebe rewarde4 by the 
po^ession of his hopes ;, but her reasoa 
at the same time lamented tb^t fa^.had 
opposed invincible barriers to bisattachr: 

meiit. witl^ th? .|ugh-l?Qm Cecily. . . , « ■ 
, .f d6 He 



He WB& pwpsring to woKMfV tki» ob« 
8tade, by revealing the eeeret ^ fais 
birt^y wlien be was eudderijr md inatii« 
pieiously intenrupted by tbe entrMtee of 
fiither Anselm, who Iias4ily e^imiiwii*^ 
eated the purport ef hli viilt, and tiie 
•trong neeeaiSty lliere was fer immedi- 
ate ecertion. It may easily be prasumed 
that wx iiero was nol badLwaid in oStt^ 
mg his services, to head the band wh^ 
were deetkied to the boBoumble task of 
veseuing mjured innocence r he qiiieklf 
arranged his pbdM, aiid it was agreed 
ftet he and his in«) were to fcXiew at n 
eonv^ent distanoe, and not to appear 
but in case of serious ahm ; lor itmighfc 
be |iossible that Robert had febrioated 
his taj^i in which ease k would be h%hly 
indeedtous to betray sudb foul suispicion* 

Henry,. With Ms men (the servants ef 

lady 



• * ■ * ' 

hAf I ff rt fg M t *, aaii 43ie nine with wfcon* 
he had so brarely defended her peiwit 

&MI die fEoiibeis)i ^K*ll<i^^«^ the tnan- of 
Cec^f^ittNuedtot^ljF lAer the deportfifls^ 
of her ftther and hpothef ; but he k^pt^ 
ttffi^entljr in the tear td be eenstant^r 
eenoealed from view, md tdok ad¥iiii«- 
tage of ewry totnhig in the road and 
groojp of trees to ad^ranee amongst theSr* 
branches and ivntdi over her safety ^-^' 
What trhimph he anticipated tftet Mn 
unworthy rival f vrhat esfquisite joy m 
again bdicMing Osdly— in hearh^ her 
ipeak her thanks — in feeling that she- 
owed her safety to him t In: eontemJ 
pbil(mg these dc^hts, he quite fergot 
Hie danger that ftrst awaited him ; he 
nefver caleahtted upc»i the possibility of 
a de&at^ or rather he condnded that^ 
t» fight for Cecily wouk) render him 

invindblCji 



r I 



Vkviadhle, and uiu^biip; witb, jm^tible^ 

» * 

power,: •, -.■"/■'■ ';v;:-^' : /.j ;: s^I 

' Happily'ibif hi^;l3i^ antka^ 
all realiss^d-^his'ardent; pray€»^iyas heard^' 
^bat.he might agaiB-restpre,Geei||^ tohe^, 
^me.^ . Wkh lyih^t glawii^g ^imuHofk 
he now d€[8<7ibed: his joy» a^, contrasted! 
it with that dreadful mocneiit wfa^nc fa^^ 
. left her fainting in tiie anps-of hec ^ter !^ 
~-*' It was then»'' said he^ ^f I displayed: 
t^e courage of a hero.: the jself-dexdal 
cpcerted on that occasion^ I s^^ bold tq$ 
say, never waa surpassed ; aiad, i% ffui^^ 
serve at least,, my dearest Cecily, tp^ 
convince you thatf^ under every circum-r 
9tan^, I caA learn to consult your ijDte^ 
ri?sts rather than my ownJ* 
' ImperceptiUy the . uiomeQts seemed 
tp glide which led them on their jour* 
n^y, md too rapidly the hours. flewF 

which 




\ 



fnliidl farought ' 4^ekultme^ morfe withni 
tight pi €astle Owen : to Htory its ap. 
pearance had nevsrijioeit to iinwelocHhe^ 
and to Cecily it laroiiid not have beeif 
less deoreO;*^ tf its disttbGe had b^n 
sdBOBwliBt &r&er rraiovedr but theii^ 
dishes' were ct lio avail-^the ^^ariotec^ 
not iitelicaipiithxg tBeir ieefings, eontin 
Qued to urge bis steedr till they entered 
tiie great. gates of iite dourt.- And hete 
what surjMlise awaited them 1 what in«^ 
quiries; what sojggestionatiponr the ladjr. 
CSeciI]fis unlooked-fi>r return !~-The newn 
was soon eircttlated fay meatos of the atM 
tendantSy who^. accordkig to their; own 
statement, had performed prodi^es of 
valour : the esrl's followers were douUed^ 
himself killed, and half his pages wound-, 
ed in the attack; every one told a dii^ 
ftrebt tale, eAch ias his fiincy suggested ; 

and 
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tead before tlte fifit antonnhnitnt Idri 
gQbsidecl^ there was acarci^ a gigttltie 
sdveaturo that had not bei^ womi into 
tilts f^ric of woadeca 

With a litde more regard to tnxHt^ 
Cecily recounted her dangers and eaeep^ 
The bftrofi heard her with weft4M%mted 
9iirpr»e> and oonoealed^ with kifinite adu 
diress, his chagrin foid cKsappdnttnetiC^ 
Her mother reoaved he» with teans i^ 
jay, and blessed Heaire&for her saft w^ 
torn; her sister chrng^ to hw witii i^ 
sewed afieetion ; and h^ brother thtwP 
6tted heavy vengeance en the eavL 

Amidst this ejSwnoa of gratitudd^ Hen)^^ 
jgr^a servicea were not forgotten ; he was& 
canssed by aH, and the barm wasibrce*' 
to receive him^ as a dehvener, wfailat hm 
inwardly cursed fakr ofBdooa zeal* . > 

jiLeswifirwaaiDittnediateljr diwatcheci- 

by 




i^iiiKMnfl, to jiffifliim iKft* ^ ^e^v lift" 

ttciiiar ^ 'their 'n^mrantor^, ^M'aAierM 
few hours had elapsed, the famify begmt 
onoe more to resume their usual calm 
and composure, and an infinitely greater 

share of checfrfalness than when they 

« 

were anticipating the departure of their 
much-loved Cecily. AU biit the batoa 
participated this feeling ; to save appear- 
ances, he was still forced to cloke him- 
self in profound dissimulation, and to 
urge, with every semblance of sincerity, 
the continuance of De Werter at the 
castle. 

Henry eagerly accepted his proffered 
hospitality, and in the delightful inter- 
views chance afforded him with Cecily, 
he informed her that lady ]^f argaret was 

no 






^ 
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no longer a stranger to their attachment ; 
and he dwdt with ecstacy upon the san- 
guine hopes he yet dared to entertain 
from her friendship and interest with 
the king* 



• <, • . . .^ • r 
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CHAPTER V. 



7he next momlrig fatder Anselm, evet 
ttdively alive to the aervice of others^ 
projected a visit to lord de Montfort's; 
Never, since his conference with De 
Laey, had he found an opportunity for 
communicating with JuHa, so entirely 
had his odes been engrossed with the 
afiSdcted Cecily; he. was now eager to 
atone, for his omission, and lose no time 
in ccmsolirig her witii the comfortable 
assurance that her'bkother was no longer 
ignorant of the motives of her conduct, 
but cbtild justly aj^preciate the merit of 

ber forbearance ; he likewise hoped gra-» 

dually 
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dually to lead her mind into that happy 
state of cahn composure which would 
enable her to exchange her present feel-* 
ings for a pure fraternal regard 

Walter Owen, who tisd his reasons 
for wishing to consult the father, offered 
#0 MGtM^pam him <m his Tssactaxm, «md 
90oa opiened a KKmV^fersi^itioii <tipdn itSie 
8al9ec5t n^it ins \iMt% ;a]id whi& <xmse^ ^ 
qiien% TefaKted t^.Meii I'iKfyf 

IfflMedifitdijr ^%et the ld»g% ttaOteti 
to the eait M Lin^bi t«i^tl&g ^^ 
h^ Cedly> he tod tfo^tebed lit <c«^ 
wuiiicadoA to sik W^€B* <h«>eli. FmOv 
ing to foifeiid M ffmttM ^ ftmily m 
tiie ^baron^fi^ idife ^pradcuik lung Sfidea* 

Jon: in jals letter be intHted l^n td 
€0011; Mfd d«i8iffidtoW*liowedlio^pi«> 

mote 



^ 
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mote. Ub iBteseBta !&, any -vva^^ whu^ 
ndf^ mUb with his JhcliiMilikms^ I<> ii^ 
staaliy ociraacd) ta the> devoted; 'young 
i|iaai^ thet' woi|ld' the monaiok espouM 
tlie inteneftts of £31en^ and^ restore bet 
j^axti ofiise ^gmty^imd' wealtii hep fitnu^ 
ly so. htely possesfiedi; thati he^sbould at 
once idtfada the aenthofrbkr'wici^^ and 
faaeiuAledi to. suimonab erireryi obstoefoi 
l40id:Ia)iiQei'8u pit)p6i^ who^w^the'an^ 
eestoc loC^ J^«n^ was d^ gjreot extent^ 
andi alfl«ai^ it nvat. hotv:^ entjirely se* 
questenadj im Afi^ use o£ goviepniiient^ 
l|iec]dng[qa^fa^wett>5paraaportioii^ tp 
jsem:tijbacfe toi4KK]»t^n^8^ desoend^ 
anti<*6tiiecftniityi It waa upon thfe 
|(Qint h»|€K»feageily imsh^^ fisr- the^ ofu 
moQi ofir&kUari^Apaselmi * 
Thtt^iwaxif-eounse&brvgaJi^M^ but 

^^•> ;;.[ well* 
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ivrell-known character of the monardn 
^ho was famed for his economical ar^ 
rangements, and his constant averskm 
to weaken the hands of government by 
A distribution of its wealth ; and that in 
all probability his liberality, even if it 
were in this particular instance bestow* 
ed, would not be of sufficient extent to 
obtain his father's sanction:: at the same • 
time he promised him his most active 
services to promote his views, and to 

m 

use his personal interest with the baMn. 
But, previous to any. intimation being 
l^ven at home, it was hi^ly necessary 
to sound the king, and discover whether 
it were possible to ob^in his assistance:; 
for it were vain indeed to propose (any 
lady for the baron's a$yprobation, who 
was not ahneady. s^uroimded .withi (lie 
pageantry x^ weftlth andiank. ^For this 
•' ' purpose 
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purpose sir Waltei* -pMpdsed an imme- 
diate journey to eourt^ that his own par- 
sonal endeavours tiiight he exerted ; and 
Hi the ifieantinie he ^prudently deter- 
mined to give no intimation t6 Ellen of 
his hopes, lest they Bhoikld he too cruelly 
firui^tiBted. 

'Affidrisi bdng thus arranged, which 
served to excite at least some rational 
ground for ^pectatdcm^ Walter sought 
the presence of Hl^- with Renewed 
eagerness; lind hetving first paid his re- 
spects to Ic^ MoHtfort, who was still 
confined to his chaimh^iv^aiid left Julia 
in convocation i^ithHi^B &th^, he found 
ample opportunity fi)r gmtifyifig his ar* 
derit wishes for her sddety* ' = 

Fativdr^ Anselm'? fouhd- Julia much 
mtx» to&tposei than he had'l^^entured 
U)h4X^iAp9i^ and the poimnumcation 

he 
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m^ Hfisi^h^, thoMg^ it sewei &nr. th% 
jM^pieRt to smeaW' hm g/^eif, afforded 

fdt that she was no longer in dmg^ of 
losini^ I^^oew- Sb? luaw^gejitiirven- 
iiiDedi tQ rebuke the fiitbfr. fw bia.loii^ 
ab«€»H>^» .^nd i^qfefi^M^siii^ cxxBifortcbifi 
Atmy^mif^Qa: afiW4^ h&r^, mam; esgfi^ 
^MLfi yrlm^ owtnwti^ii9»tb tborskiat 

Sftver^y; afr : beer owr» ; cpnfG{fiftoiv> wfeoM 
priod^i^ thQu^jiiifil^.wfafec^atmflMly^ 

mind: thm» . t«r ntfoi^n it;. Sbe^ ^aid dm 
had felt it ha^rdtofey t^oolvfefl^j btf iiob 
pnid#nQ6^iiind\tb0Ugbfjsbe^ji^ 

QWftBfc cgc partjgulitrr ck^^ 

yet 
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.yet slie had aekrioivledged faaving fiihn- 
lied au attachment unkabuni to lier fik 
.^1^^ and, bU -censures had heen conse^^ 
vj|ueiitly vcty stem sand discouraging. ' 
Father Anselm Mrongly reprobated 
jhis conduct as utikind and ^unueoessMy; 
4ind ^niified immediately to go m 
i^eardi of him, ; to liold.aoiaie ^cony^rsa^ 
Jtion upcsi thc'sul^ect 

. Jul» thaalfied him most O0flrflia%^ 
lus iiMiCrfi^rt^Cj^ and ttdentl^ mibed im 
jni^t inspire fatmi¥ith> bis o^ an^it 
and considerate feelings, ever neady to 
maied^ allowance for the weakness 'or 
ibUyiCiE others : she added^ that he would 
jnpst pqrtalnly £nd him in his abbey, as 
i}0 had r certain stated hours fi>r 
.iiai)y» andrlhis waa t^e timeeet apatt 
fftiff lliat f&eqfuent duty^ . . - i . :j 
^3rbl.Ilt E To 
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To the Abbey of Llitha^stone th^- 
fera he bent his way; find when- the 
time of prayer was past, he was admit* 
ted,to tiie presence of the sdemn abb(|L 
Clancy oould not paint a strongs ton- 
jkrast of form aiid feature than appeared 
m these two serrants of the church : ^be 

unbendmg %ure and a^ul ^uspeet of 

* 

the abbot, his haughty and une^pidliat-* 
ing air^ hia imperious^ mamior i wwe- well 
cdlcolited to aubdue the ^oiifiAdMe i£ 
iha holy peidtents who preii^pted thpaft* 
selii^ before hin^ . 

Having, retired to his^closet wit& fiu 
tftier Ansebn,. the latter^ iauiieiKat^ 
qp^aedi the« subject of kisi tmt; t^aii*- 
leeiiiQg. to Julia and her SGfram< he 
dnceit upoa. file puiity oft hetteoQdMt 
and the innocencei. of; her-4|and|^ asi tiie 

vest 



Tim iM''d«^«eMee'^(Si6iild dbftetii ffiiap 

lofty tone of the ri^d'<llM^feiiAa£(^'|>M»i^ 
't»tiiiM«J^^^Tli«']ki3F'Julia\'«k» M«Mtf<^rt 

peirfedtl^-«4Htbbold^ fbr si»]Bie time; 

had- ^nj^t! to bibdMa^ao^UA^ %f 
the datlMity't«lfti vril^* CattH Inv^es^ 
^y^iaifliiikter'tf Hea«^iV X Asm- thcmghlp 

pom a piMMfi», befote' I ' dbsoWe b^ 
woiMfd«d>(i(nttri^MaMr 

Cf nance? 



I 



T6 THE FAMILIE8 OF 

nance? has not bar impnklraoe Iwougfat 
its own punishment with it ?^-*^u]id]r it 
sihould rather be the task of religion to 
sooth her with its oomfiHrts^ than alann 
her with its tCTrors.** 

^ You have imperfectly studied the 
holy canons,** replied the abbot haughti* 

ly: ** have they not given us ab^lute 

« 

power over our flock, to guide thenl as 
we list, instruct them as We choose, and 
keep their minds as de|>endent on our 
will as' the first dawnings of infimcy ? 
Whilst our influence thus remains in 
all its perfection, the churdi may rest 
in peace^— our sway will ccmtinue un- 
hounded, and our rule absolute. But 
y^u, unnatural apostate! you contend 
against your own interests, you place 
weapons in the hands of our enemies, 
which will evimtually fall upon the head 

of 
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of the diurdb^ and enish it with its owk 
weight; you teach your diadples to at^ 
gae and expound, and under the spe^ 
dous pretext of enlightening mankind^ 
you teadi them to throw off the yoke 
that binds them to our dominion.** 

^ And if that dominion degenerates 
into tyranny and blind subjecticni, wheie 
are its virtues?" said the father. *^ Are 
we lifted into the judgment-seat of Hea^ 
yen, that we can thus presume to wield 
His ym^l^Vl^i^j^ His merdes ? 

«»-Let us wisely descend from such lofty 
pretensions, and employ ourselves by en- 
deavouring, to scatter Messings around^ 
pouring comfort on the afflicted, and 
the balm of consolation on the txuly. 
penitent And let me earnestly exhort 
you to commence this new work <€ 
diarity and love, by a mild and gentle 

£ 3 treatment 
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tf^mevi ;«f rtht Udy Julia ; Jet jroiilf 
woi^ «pmk that .peace wbfoh «Jie flf> 
gj^ei^tly ne^> and cease to initate h^ 
mind with fresh rebuke."^ 

« « • ' 

^ What the -djiotafes of the churck 
exhort rae to decre^^ that di^ptine t 
i^hall miome/^ riej^Ued the abbot : ^* she 
is infiJ19)liB^ and hy her I shall be dk^et- 
ed in all qi jr views, in wlucb pase J caiV' 
not err ; ffp^ .wiU I Ioniser submit aiyself 
to ypur i9[WV|B;:satK)ni wbQse pi^QSjpp% 
despise, m^ wbo0^ pciw^f^ I jutted^ 

]/e«V9ng t;Ni&lti;iK!r^iiomeaDLBatisfied 
vitb ^16 MBultiof liis interview^ anik 
^exfeetfy eoBEvinped Hiatnotlmig tmt hi» 
own ilnCsediate communion witb thr 
li^y Julia, and his kind and gentle con^ 
versatjon^ oould in any degree mitigate 

the 
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t)ie Ibarsh tenets to which she wastes 
fiiequiently compelled to listen. Undeir 
this impression, he determined to teiie9r 
his visits whenever opportunity ofTei^d^ 
to sooth the languid pillow of h^r At^ 
dining parent, and Console and comfort 
her scnrrows. He dwdt with sincere re** 
|(ret iipbn the errors whidi had so gm^ 
diidiy crept into the churdi^ hod tat^ 
rtipted her most lovely precepts Md 
perverted her purest pritilegesj^ md h^ 
wdently abtkij^ted that reformdtieii 
whidi already faintly dawned upon th# 
mind^ and in a very few yea^s hise frotdt 
the dark reign <tf^ bigotry aild Supei^i-* 
fitition, • 

^^ B^ore his return to Castle Owen with 
shr Walter, he had the gratification to 
find his labour of love was net ^iTiIy 
spent: the enfeebled soul pf De Mont* 

^4 fort 
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fort was in peace, and Julia was idmosC^ 
di€!erfiil9 move especially when sir Wal-i^ 
tcr informed her of his immediate de^ 
parture.to court, and of his/^etermina^' 
tion to bring her tidings of her unhappy^ 
brother. - V 

. As soon as sir Walter Owen had ob'* 
tained his father's acquiescence, and had 
xeeeived the countess of Ridimosid'^ 
eomnuoads for the king, he lost no timr 
in preparing for his anxious jommey^ 
Henry Werter dff^red to be his cbm]^ 
"inoB, for in the few days he had be^ a^- 
gi^ in the. castle, it was too evident i 
that it^ Igi^ by no means cherished hi5> 
longer continuance : his affected eouf-^ 
tesy could not so closely imitate the i^l- 
kindness uliich h6 Was wont to feel f<M^ 
£[eiirv:» but tliat the counterfeit in some 
degreebetrayed itself ;-ncy would Henry 

have 
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have accq>ted the Jiospitality ; of a man 
whom he had long learned to condasisl^ 
if a most potent &lciilatioa hadsfiot Md! 
him^ to the spot; the ehann of \ov^ 
poweiiiil speli hied Jbree: efficient :.to( 
deaden eveiy imtable feelings and ra^ 
condle hiia to the: £ither who had giii^eni 
Krthto.«u*r.»d«ghter. 
.. Hk dutiea likewise recalled him to hisr 
attendaace on prince Jirthur.. An iUr 
state ^health had lately formed an ex^ 
euse f(»r his ahsencet as the lady Maxgab^ 
ret would, not hear of his dEepeotuve fromf' 
her in so feeble a oon^ion* But thati 
plea no longer withheld him, anddeter^^ 
mining pseriwsly to lay his whole heart 
open tocher who had ever been his most 
honoured friend, and present his claims^ 
ito her inspection, he resolved to submit 

E 5/ to 
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to her gttidaace^ and be rakd by bar 
decMDii* 

To tibia plan iadyCedlf iqp^ed: die 
dared not yet entertain any hope thaii 
tiiat of being wedded to tfae <&intdi:; 
ker firtber indeed seemedin no mood to 
fiiroe the obaervance fof her stipulations 
•—he had never been on advocateibr h&i 
diraldom; and now tiiat fae was finoed 
to yield his wishes in ^lyoar of Ae wl&. 
detected earl^ it is most pxobaibfe ibat 
hit desires centered with the next biril* 
Uant suitor that might dtaim tfae fyr^ 
famed Cecily. But her own conscieiifie 
told her that a resolution w ^c^emlply 
ftrmed ought not to be lightly broken r 
she likewise expected that the piely of 
the coimtess would' still urge ber to ful^ 
fil her inteations ; that the dniich itaelf 

would 




would exact a daim upon )ier obedience { 

« 

and that, finaUy, if she might yet be 
pennitted to remain in peace under the 
paternal roof, no events could arise of 
sufficient fbrce to jmt heir in possession 
of her heart's desdre. This was the Ian-' 
guage she constantly held to .Henryj^ 
Vut it .could |iot. disowrage .hiiQj&oiii 

'-r 

his pursuit, and with, n be^it anguine 
aot^ fuU of hope he.anwged his J^tux«r 

, Sir Walter Oweii's. ist^ti^ce wouldr 
not hgQok the dday which. He^iiy's pre^ 
\\sm vi^t to the oountess pces^ated; he 
^jb^wfcdre dqmrted witboutipm to court, 
^liilstiJI^^ry lient lun way Ijo Pcscfibrote 
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Sir Walter Gweri experienced a'^veiy 
gracious reception iiroiln his mafe^, ati^ 
was welcomed to court with iiifinite 
kindness and courtesy. His ^fest^caie, 
after procuring an introduction fo the' 
Icing, was to seek his^ interesting iriaid, 
sar Herbert de Lacy. He inqdveS for^ 
hitn throughout the court, but fie sisem- 
ed as one forgotten**-na one had leai' 
him, and no one had sought hitn ouV 
for it was not am(»)gst the assodates^ 6^ 
a prince that a man cf sorrows was to 
be found ; shu); up in his own chamber^ 
and secluded from all the gay sports of 
' wbidi 
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i^hkk he'was onde tiie duef leader aitd 
ornament, he was no longer a desirable 
companion for 4he yotaxies< of Jfo% nn^^ 
dissipation. ' - ; ,* .; , ? 

.' . Sir Walter,, fisgmteff with the! want^ 
of feefihg Ivlndi was so apparent in tber 
answers he reoeiTed to his an^ouSiin^ 
qiiiries, imn»diiately hastened to. sir Ha:^ 
bei^ii't apartments, and found .him iadeedf^ 
the Tictim of grief and despondence ;> 
not CTen the.piesence of his. friend could 
rouse him to' a. momentary animakimi^ 
Sir Wdtetearefiilly ivoided all^Baention* 
o£ Julia' as hevfamafy,. perceiving he wa» 
infinitely too-wesdc to bear so tender » 
subject. Upon questionii^ his servant,, 
be /finuid the unhappy young man had 
iiever in any d^ree recovered the shock 
whidi he had received. in his interview 
with fiither Anselih ; and the servant, 

who 



I 
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i^ was ignwflbt of the dreadful mum 
6if ^ Mrrow^ Wfli at & loss to compre^ 
iMUd lEfae moumfttl change he obscnred 
in his master, who had ever since nsaxr^ 
tallied m gloomy silence, excepting when 
Im^ vvM occasionally nmaed into a tem^ 
porarjr fi?enzy, in wfaidi moments of 
{^lecto TengeinGe seemed to possess his 
lirhok soul, a»d his threats extended 
even to hii» Oien kindred. 
^ 8k Walter was as much pn^zled as 
the man to aoeoont for this singular mj 
Ifetferenoe of the &tiier, who, nsoaiiy^ 
employing hknsdf in kind and bmcfvo^ 
knt actions, seemed in this inetence most 
strai^ely to have parvested his usual hm 
bits, and to hav^ exerted himself fiw the 
sole purpose of craating infinite ttisety :; 
be had interrupted, and evidently fiso^- 
Tented^ a union whi^ :f framiaed luiw 
<^ - lx)unded 



OWEN AND D£ MONTVDET. 87 

bounded iiappmess to the patties^ and 
satisfaction the most Ratifying to hini^ 
aelf» as he ihould thereby hivefelt tton^ 
entirely at liberty thMi whilst there yeC 
remained even a distant expectati(Mfi» ^m 
the part'Of hia firther, i(^ his cofftinued 
engagements with Julk. Of bk attach^ 
Aient to Ellen ^e had nerd* ent^rtaifned 
die most distant sospdoion : ^ince her 
<)wn misfortunes^ her attenti<m had been 
too BAidi absorbed to admit ot obseriiu 
tioii to surrounding events ; but « more 
seratiniiing jdisocvnmcKt "tfagn her otm 
might easily have been blinded, as W^ 
ter had eonstantly maintained the most^ 
guarded circumspection and scropulous^ 
delicacy towards Julia, and had carefuligr 
avoided all notice of EUeii in her pre-* 
seneew •■:■:•■ • •• /••■**^» 

Anxious to ^ireose some donaftot&el* 
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Ie^ of returning kindness and dffkciio» 
in the wounded soul o£ De Lacy, WaJU 
ter unhappily mentioned bis liome, aitd 
besought him to take refuge in its sooth- • 
^ig qares, from ^he grief which so bitter- 
ly oppressed him. But he had unwit- 
tingly touched the chord which most 
painfuUy vibrated his sorrows, wJbiiqb 
aroused him to a full sense of his own 
wrongs, and presented the fatlier of hisi 
friend in colours the moat odious to hia 
imagination. Ko longer master of iijm^ 
self, his fury became ungovernable; and 
to Walter the threatenings jbf his veiK 
geance seemed most iiioeherent;, but^ 
there was in truth a fitness* and! consis-: 
tency in his ravings, which would have, 
led him,, in spite of the dictates of pru^P-^ 
dence, to avenge his rights, and which' 
would hpve brooked no delay jq its^re- 

venge. 



1 
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veiige, had not the vieiy Violence of his 
feelings exhausted his powers^ and left 
him in a state of such excessive debilityv 
that his mind sonained in a total condi^' 
tion of apathy and helpless dejection- 
Such was^ in this cascy the result of his 
transport: it at length aibsided, and 
with, it all his enei^ ; and offering na 
apology for the temp(»:ary derangem^ifc 
of his tempar, he again sunk into hist 
vented calop^ and lisilessness. 

Sit Walter was sincerely grieved at 
the unhappy state in which he foun4 
bis friend; he sooat perceived it was far 
beyond liis powev t(i offer consolation-^ 
the wound was too deep to admit of al^ 
leviation. and the natural* warmth and. 
ardour of his dispodtion served rathev 
to ifritate than ,to heal his afiUction. 
Walter determined* wpon his return, to 

report 
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JBeport his sad situation t0 father Anselnd^ 
and endearour to remove the obstacle^ 
which, whatever it might be, he littie 
imagined cbuld be so insurmomitahl^ 
to his happiness. 

In the meantime his own interests 
were not to be neglected : in a private 
audience with whidi he was &vouired 
hy his majesty, he ventured, after mMy 
besdtations, to propose his request The 
king, who expected nothing less than 
such a demand, ^md who was entsrdy 
unaccustomed to receive from his cour- 
tiers so bold a petition, exhibited tokens 
<^ surprise and displeasure; he however 
pfeserved his good-humour sufBdeiitiy 
to refrain from a direct reftunl^ mid 
waved the subject, by reserving the dis* 
cinmon to his counsellors and advisers. 

As these iaui^Uoiv (Empson and 

Dudley) 



n 



Wpc^mlar . mep Jn ike hng^ii^^, th» 
B^ost gree^x «^r public ixrealth, 901^, 
tbe most sevei^ ^itMtois of seque^t^^ 
ed prapenty^ Widter felt t&at Btil<s bope 
tsr^9 left him ; but mpM; fortunately fqr 
him, their keen observatiicm had loiait 
defiived add a i^Tge pc«i^ 
ipo&y of Owmi^ the kiAg'f -demesie i9 
tboae paring viiiidh )9yi$mhr a& ^qiiitti*; 
tioi^ would baitendeiBd nost^ootn^lrte^^ 
and valuable. ^ • 

^ It immedialscfy ooraned to tiieie ardb; 
ijowiseUors, tha^ love woidd deobdeflB) 
exaat irom the young: man a most ad<*i 
yantageouB bargain, and likewise foin 
ever win liun over to the toyal interests. 
The king, always ready to think as tfaey 
i thoughtt 
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thought, and act as they chose^ eagerly 
emlM^ped the scheme, and appointing 
sir Waiter another interview, detainedf 
him first with a k>ng preamble-«-a sus-^ 
pense the more grievous to the anxioua 
supplicant, because it was^ so worded 
as to excite in him alternate hope and 
fikr; he grew hot and cold by turns; 
fe^t at length he wosf amply rewarde^l 
ibr his su£Rbring^ by a gradous acquies* 
i«*o*^i*^^ to his prayer. His majesty pro- 
posed that, in eonsiderttym • of ceiisiitt 
grants of territory to be yielded by the 
petitioner m a seo!^ treaty, and to be 
enfiufced. immediately: upon bis coming 
into possession of the baixiny of Oweib 
that he, his tnsgesty, was willing to. cq^ 
noble Ellen Bercy with the title, of ba* 
rotiess of Loveli and with lands attached^ 

• • • • ^ 

wherewith. 




^(i4i0!ewilh to maintam her rank : it like« 
wise further 4srlipia]ated» that ui case sir 
Walter died before he wtt ambled to 
fulfil the coBditbos of his eontract, thut 
then, at the death of tl^ lady £llen» the 
LoYd property was to revert to the 
crown* 

It never for an instant occuned to 
the hs^py Walter^ that tl» property he 
would thus yield to tSie kii^ amounted 
to more than double what was bestowed 
mpon his intended hiide ; secure of the 
only object of his wishes, he thought 
himself but too fortunate in his success; 
^nd fdt he eould never suffidently pour 
forth his gratitu^ to ike royal hand 
that hadso kindly dispensed it Havmg, 
in addition, obtained &e royd sanction 
and approbation to the young lady in 

question^ 



\r it 



^itiesikm; and taking MtacfutrnM ftte^' 
wdl of liis niost uidiiii^jty fitend^ be' 

10k fi^fr IferiFt aadk joff^ 
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CHAPT1J9, VII. 

yi'jAiasi%: ftrst cate wag to coaimcinl^ 

Cttte to $ri;h€9P Ansdm^ wko had beea his 

a^ coiifidfint . tfaroo^bnrut^ the happy 

iwaitiof^iir.mdcavoors^ and then to lay 

vpon hb friendly cave the business of 

ptopMing^tdsi wishes to the havon, and 

tins to sumountr liie only difficailty 

n^hidi stfii ' obstructed. Im hap^iesa 

But he WIS not so entii^y absorbed in 

\m owiL y/jsMTfr as tor &i^t sir Herbert 

de Lacy; be most pathetically rejMre* 

sented biSvUiouniul situalaon^ and eaiu 

nesdj/s adjuresl Ae father, to v(ithdnw 

the prahiUiti»i» w^Jfiik had caused such 

soisery. 
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oniseiy. He. described his alternate i^el- 
4Eures of languor and passion, and dwek 
^pon the last as most terrific to behold. 
— -^^ In these sudden bursts of frenzy,** 
^said he, ^' lie threatens friends and foe« 
alike ; but the chief iidolence of iiis fury 
appears directed against h^ nearest kins* 
xhan, tiieiord de liacy, and my &thau 
and what iseemfid.eqiiaily.€tiange^ you> 
against whom I should have issspectcd 
the burden of hid .wcath would iiaw 
been chiefly directed, you were always 
mentioned /with arespect; and he would 
frequently and loudly iCaH? upon you for 
advice and assistance, f^rom such ^iiii^ 
consistent conduct every, thing is to :be 
feared for 'ihe aafety of his intdkcts; 
and I again entreat you, .holy &ther» if 
possible^ once -more restore him that 
i>eace of inind he has.&o crudlyilofit'' . 

^Alasr 
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** Alas r replied the father, '' that is 
beycMid human power to effect: but 
why it is so, I cannot, must not expHn 
to you ; the secret, I trust, will for ever 
Impose in my bosom, and in the hearts 
of those with whom I have entrusted 
it, though of the discretion of De Lacy 
you have now excited cruel doubts ; I 
perceive it is on the very point of escap- 
ing him, and I must endeavour ere long 
to communicate with him, and compose 
his agitated feelings." 

Sir Walter was little isatisfied with 
the evasive answer he thus obtained; 
but this was not a time to suspect the 
friendly intentions of the father, who 
had generously accepted the irksome 
charge of petiUoning for the baron's 
^msent^ ^nd wl^ at all times stood so 
/forwardr $9 promote the interests of 

yioL-UL V others. 
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others^ that it was muoh to be feared 
that a case wherein he could not be 
roused to exertion was indeed hopeless. 
Their conversation was therefcnre more 
agreeably transferred to those brighter 
prospects which yet admitted of hope ; 
and having condu^ded every arrange- 
ment which they thought most condu- 
<dve to win lord Owen's approbation, 
andixmcerted that on the morrow father 
Anselm was to request his audiaice, 
they parted, Walter consoling himself 
that only one day more would be passed 
in suspense. 

That day, like all other days, soon 
passed away, and Walter's anxiety rose 
to the highest pitch, when he heard tlie 
very door shut whidi enclosed his fither 
and the confessor. The latter began the 
conference-—** My lord,"* said he, ** I 

come 



OWEN AKD DE IIOKTFOIIT. 99 

coAie now on the part of your son, to 
reqnest your patieiit hearing <^ circuhi- 
stances witli ^hich he has not hitherto 
been permitted to make you acquainted. 
You well remember, fJiat on conimit- 
ting to your care the custody of the 
Moiitfort papers, he deli^dred a message 
irom the lady Juiia, petitioning that her 
martiage might not be urged during tiie 
continuance of her father^s ilbiesi: this 
illness threatened then, as it does stiU, 
gradualFy to undermine his constitution; 
and by this conduct his daughter pro- 
posed to herself to comfort his declining 
days by a dutiful and affectiimate atten* 
tion, and when left to her own direction, 
to wave a marriage which she had never 
desired, and bestow her hand where her 
heart had already been given."* 

F 2 ** However 



J 
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•* However she may dude the mar- 
riage," interrupted the baron, " h«r pro- 
perty is mine, and I am not disposed to 
yield its possession to one ^hose conduct 
excites my wannest indication. Pro- 
mised from her earliest youth to the 
lieir-apparent of a noble houses— of equal 

.age and more than equal accomplish- 
ments^^suflFered to repair her Other's 
ruined fortunes in so brilliant a prospect 
of rank and wealth; and willingly to 

. renounce such splendid acquisifioris— ^to 
jspum her benefactor and friend !■■ . .i . " 

; ^ .. "^ Hold there !" my lord," said the fe- 
ther; ^ never can a Montfort call the 

, baron of Owen their friend." 

" Absurd !" replied the baron ; •* they 
cannot condemn my conduct for a cir- 
cumstance of .which they are ignorant, 
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And which can never injure their inte-^ 
^ests or their enjoyments but in lU 
knowledge.'' 

•* Heaven knows it,** said the father, 
''^and at his good pleasure will reveal 
it: no sin that is unatoned can ever be 
blotted from the book of Hfe.^ 

^ I came not here to be reproved,'* 
ludd the baron hastily, '^ therefore cease 
this subject, aiiid make known more fully 
the cause of my son's desires. But rest 
assured I renounce not the Montfort 
property, which has beett gained at no' 
little expence." 

" That is not desired," continued the 
father—^ that is not the petition finr 
which I came to sue ; the lady Julia, in 
renouncing the hand of your son, freely 
renounced her own wealth, and was per- 
mitted so to act by the man to whom 

F 3 she 
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she had pledged her faith. But het 
having extricated sir Walter from kis 
ties with her has given rise to other 
hopes, and he dares solicit your sanction 
in favour of one who has already receiv- 
ed the approbation and the favour of 
royalty in her support.'* 

" The king shall no more interfere in 
my family with impunity," said the ba- 
ron angrily; ** that has already caused, 
sufficient mischief and disappointment^ 
and is, besides, derogatory to my own 
importance : in regard to my children^ 
welfare, I will be dii-ected by none^ but 
teach them to obey my will. — Who is 
this lady whom my son has thus pre- 
sumed to love ?" 

" The baroness of Lovel," replied the 
father; " baroness in her own right, and 
sole heiress of the barohy," 

•* I know 
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*' I know not. such a kdy," said the 
baron ; ** the title is extinct, and the pro- 
perty sequestered.^ 

" But restored," returned the father, 
** upon the person of the lady Ellen 
Percy, at the earnest solicitation of your 
son, and as a special mark of favour, by 
his majesty." 

" Ellen Percy !" re-echoed the barmi ; 
M the same who waits upon the lady 
Julia !-^ She a proper object for my 
son's regards !-^He meditates only to 
affix>nt me by such an absurd proposaL" 

'* She is of noble Urth, my lord," re* 
plied the &ther ; '^ and if her lustre has 
for a time lam hid in obscurity, 'tis but 
to shine with redoubled splendour in 
the genial warmth of courtly friendship. 
Her own merits too ^" 

*^ I'll hear no more !" interrupted the 

F 4 baron ; 
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baron ; " my will is fixed — my firm de- 
termination cannot be moved.** 

" But stay, my lord, awhile, and listen 
to a tale which cannot fail to melt you 
into pity; hear the sorrows your con- 
duct has once occasioned, and endeavour 
to atone for it in kind indulgence to your 
son. The man to whom the lady Julia 
had unwittingly listened, who had won 
her whole affections, and doted on her 
to distraction — ^with whom she was on 
the point of contracting marriage — ^this 
man, my lord, estranged fi-om his home 
by your devices, ignorant of his true 
kindred, in attaching himself to her, at- 
tached himself tb His own sister, and in- 
cestuous marriage would have been the 
hcnrrid consequence but for timely hiter- 
ference." 

" Impossible T exclaimed the baron ; 

« the 
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" the young man to whom you allude 
has never Icnown this neighbourhood^--- 
that my care has long since prevented.?' 

" How," said the father, " when he 
evenly attended yoMtfHej sent by the 
king with messages of kindness^^ can 
you forget or aifect to be ignorant of hiss 
identity?" 

"Father^ you are mistaken," repliedl^ 
the baron: ** that youth who appeared/ 
and distinguii^ed himsdf so greqtly: 
atmmgst^ ihe inb(|t yaliant knights^ WiKs^ 
indted whajt hie^ represented^ himi^f td 
be^— heir of th^ Ifird de jMff^ and not 
the young. De Moh^rt;. * l^hink you / 
that I i^ould htxe^^jid^ ta live^^ 

so near his qld 46^#,^Wfa€gr^^h9nee' 
might hav$ discoiir^ed him^ :and detect«*i 
ed all my {dans ?? - - - > 

'^*^My lord, I h^d your Qwn.aufibority 

F 5 ' for 
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for suppodng him the same identkad 
boy whom you placed under the care of 
lord de Laqr^ at one of your seats in^ 
Shropshire.** 

^ But soon after I placed him therei** 
said the baron, ^ the olgection I have 
just stated occurred in its fiill force* 
You know that lord de Lacy was in* 
debted to me for all he possessed, whidi 
my interest had secured to him ; accord- 
ingly he was much at my command, and 
I made no hesitation in proposing to him 
to remove to a distant county, where I 
iixed him upon some property of min^ 
which much required a master's ey^ and 
where it was t^lefore particularly de- 
sirable to pkK^ a secu)re dependant On .; 
loid de Lacy's quitting Shropshh*e, he 
earnestly petitioni^ me to allow his cou- . 

» 

$in, lord Henry de Lacy, to occupy the 

premises 
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premises in his stead, for which privi- . 
lege he offered a modera^ ocNnpensatiou,' . 
which I accepted, to oblige my friend , 
still further, and bind him still closer to r 
my interests. Lord Henry gratefully 
closed with my proposal, as the fate of- 
war had deprived him of his andatt pa. , 
temal residence ; and he has ever smod 
remained th^e-— has educated his ne- 
phew, sir Herbert^ to whom he was al*. 

ways excessively attached, and whom, 

•>« 

he intends to constitute his heir; £^ 
therefore, he is the man whom tlie lady 
Julia has preferred to my son, let the 
match go on — ^it may be consummated 
in perfect safety; and lay no mistaken 
charge to toy account** 

" Heavai be praisediJTor His mercies P' . , 
s£ud the &ithar ; '* two fond and faithful . 
hearts may yet be made happy in their 

f6 affections^ 



/ 
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affections, and the happier for this tran* 
sient but severe trial. You have cleared 
up a doubtful mystery, my lord — you 
'have raised hope fron\ despair, and joy 
from the bitterest sorrow. Have you 
not equal mercy for your son ? will yon 
not bid me hope for hun, and carry him 
the boon he asks ?" 

^ No," smd the baron ; ^ tell him to 
renxember the dignity of bis birth — ^the 
calls of ambition; and bid him prove 
himself my son — exal^ himself to the 
true standard of his pretensions, and 
from his high station observe that theri^ 
is no heiress so great to whose hand he 
may not aspire.*' 

' " Alas, my lord," replied the confessor, 
^ it is his wealth tind rank that^ve al- 

ready encoriragjed hisr pre&eifit.- irt^ 

' • . ■ • ' » * 

irifent; heir to your entailed Estates, ii^* 

^- 

feels 



«♦ ■■« 
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feels there Is nothing more to he desired 
from patrimony, and the nobility of his 
birth needs no further exaltation.*! 

** Our opinions differ materially upoti • 
that subject then," returned the barorr, 
" and he must learn to direct his senti-' 
ments by mine. Already has his young- 
est sister eluded my power, but I do 
not intend any more of my children 
shall follow her example. Let Walter 
beware how he oflfend me by a second 
mention df.his humiliating proposal: 
imd for you, father, I forbid yourencou- • 
tij^^tig ixty fi«raI5r"itt bppoaticm to my 
wishes'/ It is to you I owe the lady Ce^ 
ciljr's rebellion, and now you are pre- 
paring ^6 corrupt my son ! Is this the 
conduct* your vocation teadies ? this the 
doctrifie- ydu profess tq^. preach ?— -Re- 
member, it is to you J look for Waltz's 

submission—* 



A 
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sobmisdoii — it is yoa have eDOounged' 
him in his absurd pretoidoiu^ and I now 
expect you will teadi him to renounce 
them." 

The baron awaited not an answer, but 
retired, and left the fiither not a UtUe 
diagrined at his ill success. The calm 
and determined tone of the baron left 
him no hope; what he had spoken was 
not in anger, but in the deliberate tone 
of despotic sway ; he had not even con- 
descended to inquire into the amount 
of Ellen's new investiture, and seemed 
more irritated with the monarch's inter- 
ference, than gratified with his liberal 
acquiescence. He hastened to find the 
anxious Walter, and communicate the 
sad result of his ccmference ; and they 
both agreed to endeavour to disarm the 
baron's opposition by a mild and tract- 
able 
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able demeanour; for it was not impos- 
sible that his desire to assert his high 
prerogative of parental authority might 
be one great motive of resistance on his 
part, whidi gentleness and patient sub* 
mission might in time surmount; at all 
events, the mournful suitor detennined 
to try the expmment. 



CHAP- 



/ 



112 THE FAMILIES OF 



CHAPTER VIII. 



When Henry Wertcr departed frottt 
Castle Owen to wait upon the cmintess 
of Bichmond previous to his return to 
court, his^mind was pregnant with anxi- 
ety ; probably the destiny of his whole 
life hung upon this visit He previously 
determined to have no concealments from 
.her, his high and honoured friend, fix)m^ 
whose partiality he well knew that,^i£ 
he might cherish hope,, it would there 
find every indulgence and encourage<^r 
ment. 

The good countess, who, ever &&I06^; 
her late discovery^ had determined to 

seek 



/^ 
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seek more earnestly than before his en- 
tire confidence, assisted his projects, and, 
the evening which followed his arrival 
after detailing all the drcomstances of 
the lady Cecily's escape from the hands 
of lord Lincoln, upon which he loved to 
dweH, lady Margaret ventured to rally 
him upon the eagerness with whidi h& 
undertook to defend her; and then onoe^ 
more reverted to that precious possesnon 
which she had detected in his bands, and 
endeavoured to recall his attention to the 
same interesting conversation which &-^ 
ther Anselm's entrance bad so unpn^- 
tiously interrupted. 

This was no more than what Henry 
desired: he expatiated with energy up- 
on the unbounded gratitude be felt to- 
wards her, his benefitctress and friend; 
he tlmnk6d Heaven for having lent him 

such 
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such a blessing, and felt that in her affec^ 
ti6n he was amply rewarded for all ^the 
privati<His his destiny had hitherto taught 
him to endure. 

** And is that destiny so replete with 
mystery that you are forced studiously 
to conceal it, even from her whom you 
call your best&iend?^' said the countess; 
** does it reflect disgrace upon yourself^ 
or danger to your security, that you ihw^. 
hide its knowledge in obscurity? Be* 
lieve me, Henry, such conduct most 
raise a cloud of prejudice around yoi^ 
which nothing but the brightness erf 
your virtues shining through the gloom 
could have power to dispeL How oAm 
have I endeavoured to penetrate your 
silence, and as often you have repetted 
my desire^ and dexterously waved the^ 
subject!— -It is time now to throw off 

the 
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tlie mask; and in me behold cme who^ 
if it be possible to promote your happi- 
ness, will not hesitate to secure it ;- and 
if it be by fate forbidden^ will assist 
you in suppca1:ing its disappointments, 
will sooth you with the voice of kind- 
ness^ and endeavour to atone for the 
frowns of fortune.** 

. ** Kindness^ such as ^is^^** said Heniy, 
grasping, her hand with fervour, ''^ I feel 
1 have never deserved; but of ingrati- 
tude, di inattention to your wishes, da 
not accuse me, my most honoured bene* 
factress; let the particulars of my sad 
history bear my excuse, and they will 
too fordbly prove that silence was im- 
posed by duty and necessity — a duty 
which I owed to you and to the object 
dearest to my heart, and a necessity 

which 




116 THE FAMILIES OF 

which arose from my own unhappy dr-^ 
ciimstances. 

** From the earliest period of my re- 

« 

CbUection, I passed my days in the wesC 
of England, in the house of a nobleman, 
who, blessed with a fine family of child<» 
ren, numbered me amongst them. My - 
youth was passed in the usual sports and 
exercises of childhood, and more espe- 
cially in those pursuits which are calcu- 
lated to add grace and dignity to the' 
form, agility to strength, and elegance 
to every movement : the culture of ^e? 
mind was likewise not neglected, and 
whatever advantages education bestows, 
were lavished with unbounded care. 

** Under such happy auspices, myself 
always a warm admirer of the charms of 
culture and refinement, my days might 

have 
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liave rolled happily away : but the first 
troubles I was destined to endure arose 
ewt of the very source of my enjoyments, 
and were tlierefore the more difficult to 
surmount; for I sopn discovered that 
the more I excelled in any of my exer- 
-cises, in the same proportion in which 
I aid^icipated praise, I received visible 
tokens of displeasure; and whenever it 
•was my misfortune to excel the rest of 
my companions, and to foil them in the 
use of arms, I was spumed with jealous 
^nger, and accused of false play, or other 
meanness, by our jpai^nts. 

*^ Agg^nst this injurious treatment my 
spirit rebelled: I often wondered why 
the general law> of parental pride and in- 
dulgence was.<fio grievously reversed to- 
wards me; I epuld perceive no want of 
docility towf^irdi Ibpse to whom I owed 

respects ** 

i 
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respect, and I was loved by my play- 
mates, and dieiished by our instructors 
andthe^dependents in tbe family, who 
' woiild often screen me from the threaten- 
ed vengeance which awaited me. Had 
I betrayed an indolence and indecinc^n 
of character, had I been content to allow 
my little rivals to advance me, and my 
competitors to outrun me in theface for 
auperiority, I had lived without TCproof ; 
but the injustice I experienced still rous- 
ed me to exertion, and the more I was 
chid, the more I piqued myself up(m 
eclipsing my compahioh& To such an 
unworthy motive, to sueh igndble am- 
bition, I owe the rapid advance whidi I 
made in my youth, and to wfiidi I may 
Dow ascribe the knowledge and dexteri- 
ty I possess ; and crffcen when the voice 
of praise has sounded' in my ears, often 

have 
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lurve I felt liumUed at the reeoUection 
•of those feelings which goaded my eariy 
-eflforts, and crowfied them witii sneoesf. 
^ Alternately flattered by per8(HiaI 
success and humbled by unjust rebuke, 
I passed the first eighteen years o£ my 
existence. I then began to feel and to 
appreciate, with keen regret, my dieer- 
less condition: of a temper naturaHy 
tendeir ttid affectionate, I tAt the neces* 
sity of attechm^it— of such; an attach- 
ment which Hiight endear life, and guide 
me safely ^uough its mazes. Hitherto 
-my society bad been confined to n4y 
own age and sex; the <mly female Who 
•graced our heme was the mistress of the 
mansion, arid in her treatm^t towards 
me she too nearly imitated her lend to 
•encourage myconfidenee or love. He 
was geriamHy esteemed a man of good 

conduct 



d 
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conduct and good manners^ one who 
iKras well versed in afi the arts of life, its 
policy and its deceptions : his most con- 
spicuous fault appeared to be a violence 
of temper, which his usual system of 
prudence could not always repress^ and 
^hich was at length the cause of my 
^discovenng a train of circumstances 
wliich served most fully to account for 
the treatment I had hitherto received, 

** It happened one day, when we were 
^xliibiting our feats of arms with some 
of the neighbouring youth, and contend- 
ing for trifling prizes, of little further 
vshie than the triumph of obtaining 
them — ^it happened to be my fete to 
bear.away the two ^rst ; and I was pee- 
paring lilrevme wi^' rapid e£Ebrts to w^n 

5 ■ * 

the third, when I ttas suddenly apgij^p^ 
in my eans^r ctf^yikpiy.'iip^.^A i^tual, 

acQUfle4 
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accused of unfaiir ^deavours. Stongto^ 
Alie quick'by sudi ait odious tbar^' iirr 
presexBce. of a iarger^assemblylthatt i hadtl 
ever exhibited in before; Ireinoii$t]?ateal;3 
for tiie' fnt time im my^life^ witbl^cri. 
moiiyiinddisreapeet. 

^* A ?condiK5t so newi:o ^hlnii nfifeurally i 
TQUsed thei indignation of my lord^tHbov^- 
initeted by my conduct, lost -all ^com^^ 
raand.of his temper: he loadadiiae y^Hth"^ 
many abusive epatfaeti9[~-aecu06d ' the ' 
Welsh blood^iwhid^: be «ai^ &t*rei kt^ 
my yeiiis^ cSraeamiess^^nd^h^^fi^^ « 
csdled meoan.outcast .and an^ al^tt^' arid 
tl»eatened:tO)aband«Ni ne^ as 4dv^ 6M ^ 
else had done. 

' ^^ Strucki witii tibe^exttaordifiary 4eiK 
d£»cy of thiaulahguage^' ^nd al^Mied by ^ 
it$:iKiystadou8<nieani^,^aU tbioughts of < 

in. G tion 
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tion of the new ideas which insjtantly 
possessed me; I was mortified and hum« 
hied, and throwing down my toil, in- 
stantly prepared to retire. 

^ His lordship soon perceived that he 
had gone too far; he wislied to retxace 
his steps^'but it was now too late: he 
fi^Upwed me» and taking me kindly by 
the arm«f-^ Henry^' said he^ ' pursue 
ypur. sports; returo, and accomplish 
your victory; let us no longer interrupt 
the games ]Hrith our disputes. I was 
wrong: return^ and prove your ^kilL* 

* N^er, my lord,' said I, 'can I re- 
torn, till you have proved, or rather dis* 
proved your words/ 

' Foolish boyP said he, in a lower 
tone, ' no one lieard those words but 
yourself-~do not then yourself betcay 
ypur own cause; forget that y«ai ^ever 

heard 
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lieard them, and I will endeavour to 
fOTget that they have any meaning/ 

" So saying, lie took my arm, and at« 
tempted to lead me back to the lists; 
but I was still more overcome by the 
gentleness with which he tried to sooth, 
than with tte. harshness that tiad ini- 
tated my feelings. Perceiving in <mB 
moment that I had faHen £rom an ima- 

m 

ginaiy height — ^that I was a mere (A^ect 
of tlounty, ti dependant tipon diarity— 
tbitt I had no claim even to that ^scanty 
portion dp regard whidh I possessiH, I 
could no longer command composure, 
and I agam earnestly begged fcave toi 
retire. 

" It is but justice to my supposed 
father to acknowledge, that after this 
vmpremeditated disclosure he endea- 
voured to atone for the misdiief he had 

G 2 unwarily 
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unwarily, committed, by renewed kind' 
ness and. attention, by assuming a more 
afi^ptipnate tone, and by an earnest de^ 
sire to teach me to for^cet the sad truth 
I, had he^rd: he evidently pitied Tuy 
situation^ . and the cruel surprise into 

which I had been thrown; and I felt 

•^»«*-» .- • ... 

conyin^ that something like real re- 
gard had grown out of his compassion. 

Bjijt could that avail in lieu of parental 

# ' ■.- . 

solicitude ?-— could that small pittance 

V. .1 - 

sooth^na^, sorrows or satisfy my soui, 
w^ich panted with eagerness for all the 
fondness of tender aflSaction ?— could I 
bear to live a burden on benevolence—^ 
helpless, hopeless incumbrance? — I had 

many conversations upon the subject 

* * 

with his lordship, wherein he did not 
attempt to deny that I was not his son, 
but |ie steaiPj , rfifHse4 to ^ name my 

&ther 
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father or my family, and earnestly re- 
quested that I would still remain con- 
tent to share his hospitality, until he 
found means to indulge my free spirit 
with a prospect of independence in the 
world ; and for this purpose he speedily 
promlised to use his warmest interelst. 
. " But I was well aware that his own 
soils were the natural objects of his care 

■ * ' ' ' • • * ^ 

-—that their destinies would necessarily 

require every iexertioh that a father could 

^ ^. -•■,*- ■ • • 

make, and of whatevei: portion of service 

*1 accefpted, I was lessening their iTghts 

and trespassing upon their claims. Xm- 

pressed with these ideas, which were but 

. . • ' , . ji 

Just and reasonable, and feehng in tKe 
full health and vigour of life, I deter- 
mined to resign myself to the world, 
and from the slijght clue I had already 
gained, endeavour to retrace nay reAl 

G 3 connexions 
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connexions and friends. I pondered 
much upon the few words which had 
escaped my patron. My family were 
doubtless Welsh, and by the liberal man- 
ner in which I had been educated, and 
tlie respect with which I had been treat- 
ed, I could not doubt that it was of ele- 
vated rank. My mind instantly recurred 
to that part of the country which had 
been so long involved in all the horrors 
of war, as it was from such circumstances 
I thoi^ht it most probable that my mis- 
fortunes arose ;. and I determined, wher- 
ever I could hear of a family deploring 
tlie untimdy loss of a son, or of an estate 
$Uddenly passing into distant hands, that 
I would make every inquiry, nor ceas^e 
jny search until it was successful. 

" Whilst I was ruminating upon these 
projects, and endeavouring to commence 

their 
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theit execution, I was iiifonhed by one 
of my companions, who l^ this time 
wefe all acq[uainted with my real situa- 
tion, that his lordship was so bent upon 
my remaining in his family, that he had 
set a guard upon my movements, and 
would infallibly detect any efforts I 
made to escape^ This intelligence only 
served to make me more cautious in 
my schemes, but not the. less detep- 
mined to pursue them ; and at length 
avai)itig ni^setf ^ M favouiable opportu- 
nity, and taking with me only my ward- 
robe^ and a &vourite horse which had 
long been my own peculiar pmperty, I 
committed mysdf to the world, inexpei> 
rienced and unprotected. > 

" How strange were my sensations 
when I felt myself thus at large and at 
liberty ! I was alarmed and then pleased 

G 4 with 
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vrith my indqpendence s alternately pie- 
'ituring to myself grievious ^tidals*or sil- 
.preme felicity, c<Mifufied with the ararilety 
of ideas that crowded i on my ^ miitfd, I 
:was prevented ' fixing uponany; «id>t 
}had eactually moved ^several days 'inn 
.progressive ^vance4o wards the SesireA 
haven of all my hopes — ^towards Uiat 
country jwhich I bad already ^learnt to 
-cherish.astmy^faome, vuhen I found my 
islight resources were already fkiling^me* 
'^s4Jarmed at this early symj^tcnn "tf 
approaching idistress» ^I determined la 
atudy the countenanoe ^of every' one 1 
met (s^d<the 'Country was. lit <thi8 time 
abounding in' troops j whotwere^engage^ 
either on the one •side ^qr *the f)ther, i«^ 
Warheck's insurrection), anfl enlist my- 
self as a soldier of fortune under some 
honomrable banner. I was ^ot then 

suificiently 
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sufficiently master of my coiiiitity*$ Jn- 
terests to care wThich side I a^o^^ed; it 
was sufficient inducement for me to 
know that Wales was to he the scene 
of action, and my desni^atioh woula 
tfeerefore carry me to th'6 spot' where aft 
Say hopes were ceritereil. 

**I was not long left in suisipense where 
to make my appncation, for on passing 
through a country town, I was Struck 
with' the solffier-liKe iappearan^e 6i a 
shiall Band of troops who wiere nianoeu- 

vering in presence of their commander. 

#-■-. ... .^j , . ^ 

But if ^ I was pleased with their address,* 
I was far more captivated with the mai% 
tial air and engaging manners' of the 
yoiing warrior who led them, arid I in- 
temally determined that naari sliould 
ODmihahd my services. 
f * When the exercise was over. Tie ad- 

G 5 dressed 
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cbessed the concourse assembled around 
him, endeavouring to g^ fresh recruits 
to his little party. I instantly stepped 
forward, and earnestly ofi^d myself to 
bis notice. He was^ evidently surprised 
at my addressing him ; and . eyeing me 
with considerable satisfaction, inqjuired 
in what capacity I wished to serve hijn ? 
^ In any/ said I, * which leads to glory 
and honour." The answer pleased him, 
and was received by the whole troop 
with a shout of exultation and triumph ; 
and the young chief^ shaking me cordi- 
alHy by the hand, and desiring to be bet- 
ter acquainted,, bade me ride by his side 
lititil the duties of the day were over. 

" When they were concluded, he con- 
ducted me to his home, where he proved 
himself to be the eldest son of a man of 
consei^uence and of enterprize, who> un- 
, fortunately 



> 
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fortunately for his future happiness, had 
deeply involved himself in the views 
and iiitetests of the arch impostor^ War^ 
beck. As he was eageiiy endeavouring 
to add strength to his party^ my offers 
were njost graciously accepted,, and I 
was treated with all the cou^sy my 
appearance demanded* My dexterity 
in the use of arms oontributed greatly 
to enhance the value of my services^, 
which duefly consisted m training the* 
recruits* to their several duties;^ 

*^ We did not loo^ Bemaiit idle spec*^ 
tators of the trouUes which pervaded 

the country — ^But it would prove alike 

-I* 

tedious and unnecessary to detail the 
various movements which we made ia 
£tvour of our cause ; it is sufficient to 
say, that the better I became acquainted 
withmy new &iend, the more 8teiEu3ily^ 

#6 I became: 



132 THE FAMIIilES €^ 

I became frttached to his {ortune, irafi w 
urdent sdamoer c£ ilk nAA«D& anaMt 
virtue^ and mtcerehf graWM £nr tiie 
s^eotion he ev^^ice^ towfO'ds^ me. 

^^ Ym juny eiisfly suppose, i^liat m nK 
parte of 4^ eountiy I visited, I iort do 
eppocton^y of pursuing mj own eag» 
iciquliies; l^Ht entinij without sneoess^. 
Wf ^ndiL "v^^bo bad, at a rerfeatlh^' pe- 
riod c/timx acquaintance, won tof eenfi^ 
denes, ^was acq^takifeed with i^ najr fnAt- 
less endeavours; but lie stm encoumged 
mr to proceed, dther fltom a sanguine- 
opinion of my ultimate good fortune, -or 
more pnobajbly from a view tQ ^ert my^ 
anxietks, and ^i^^ect them in at leaat a 
harailiess ohannel. Ifeara rdledc >en ia^ 
tins state of unoertainty mid suspense;, 
s(»ttel»n)e» wie were fightmg battles; 
sometimes lihripg peaceably at. homei 
^— ■ sometimes 



sometimes we ivcire sangtrhie of stiecfess, 
iwmetimes we tvere xfeditcOd fo desptdr; 
and 4ti afl these tadotis aJterittpfions iC 
IHe, I bapt>ily neither saw not %f^rd c^ 

'* At length the decisive fimetrrfred^ 
when, from the Wttetesl feotoble I ha5 
^ever yet experietoeed, I wAir doomed ta 
i^tract the future stWets bf nly Mb^^ 
when, from the b«s»m df Chat liiJ^iv 
tune i esteemed iitepartbfe, w^ to iriSe 
the souree of tAl my joy alid hiip^hess ; 
it is needles tb say,^ kSude to iSt^ fatal 
crisis which deprived our cause of itk 

r f 

last hope and my M^d erf life. Never 
shall I forget tlfe kfflkJtioh with'whteR 
I dosed tSiat gi^e in IVhich: I sec^iied 
to bury all that life held precious^ sffl 
that tht worid had given tee to ding ta 

for support and comfort. Bitf »t tfiiii 

' ' ' sad 
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-^ul to be refcisfea. Wlien ihy Yi^m 'Sik 
acknowl^ged the presumptuous feeling, 
I laWured hard to supplress it; t>ul, iin* 
aWfe to break the powerful ^ that 
enchained tne, I could only hfde it from 
the knowledge of her who had excKed 
it ; and that wa!s th^ uf most efibr^ my 
feeble nature could iaccoinplisti. 

•* At this time you may rememoer 
sending the oh a message ti6 the rn'aiisiok 
of lord d'e Montfort. Great aha impor- 
tant events arose froiri that simple er- 
rand. £ ver alive to the anxiety which 

was still next my heart, I Viewed liis 

» 

ruined 'premfses with interest, and that 
interest was strongly increased^ when I 
heard that ambrigst his misfoftuhes he 
numbered the loss of ah only son. ]&e- 
fore I proceeded upbii' ybiir embassy, I 
alccosted some of the domestics, iiA for- 
tunately 
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tttnately meeting' with a venerable' figute 
trlio appeal^ to have grown grey in 
his iflast^r*s feerviee, 1 eagerly entered 

r 

iftto^conversatidnv^nd^ found him equal- 
^ly desirous, with dllthe loquacity of old 
age, to communicate the ddeful parti- 
oukrs. My fittetittquiry was respecting 
•the time in ^hidh they oecurrfed j and 
iiiy-heatt biefet *wif h expectation/when 1 
^found It exttifetly Rallied with -iriy dfwh 
tigte. The^respectable stronger/ fttedui. 
rtigid by ixty isyiftpiatTiy, ^ttren Ifed me 
^n, and as lie folft 'fee inothrttTiil 1:^ fe 
^eondudted me ^o ^;he' ekdct nsititktion 
where the events tyfccutted.-^' Here,' 
wid he, * thfe sdldiers ftst entered, there 
they ^t ^et fire to the building, a(nd 
here,* isiaid te, leadhtg me to the certtrfe 
of ttie ruins, whidi having beefn early 
esttihgliisTied, stiH Tetdhl6d much ttf iti 

original 
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original form — * here was my sweet 
yoimg master lodged; here/ said he, 
pointing to a small chamber within, 
^ my hands first secured him firom the 
appalling danger, till I was myself seized 
and torn fiom his defence/ 

*^ Language cannot paint the effect 
his words produced; strange remeii>- 
brances arose-— conviction rushed upoi 
my mind-— a confiised recollection of 
horrors once experienced, and now pre- 
sented to my awakened memory, flash- 
ed upon me like lightning, and with 
the most vivid animation I encouraged 
the narrator to proceed. 

' Alas r ssdd he, ^ the sad history is 
finished ; the dear boy was lost— no 
trace could be discovered of his remains^ 
and, strange as it may seem, that very 
circumstance has convinced wfi that he 

was 
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was not the victina of tlie flames, but 
the victim of those cruel barbarians, who 
probably have, even now,, trmned him 
to. their own deeds of cruelty, or have 
caused him to expire under the tyranny 
of their dominion. This idea I have 
never ventured to suggest to my afflict- 
ed master — ^it would but add to his grief; 
but I shall still retain the thought, still 
cherish the hope, that my dear young 
master lives^ to bles& the last moments 
of his old and faithful William Walley.* 
* William Walley!' I involuntarily 
repeated, for the name was instimtly fa- 
miliarized with my earliest recollections. 
I anxiously examined the features of the 
interesting old man^ but it was in vain 
I endeavoured in his countenance to re- 
trace the remembrance of a person so 

long forgotten* I could have listened 

for 
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for hours to his details, but aware that 
time pressed for my return, and deter- 
mining to revisit, at the first opportu- 

■ft. 

nity, a spot already so endeared to me, 
I hastened to fulfil my errand. With 
what singular emotions I presented my- 
self before lord de Montfort and his 
daughter — awe-struck with reverence at 
the thouglit that I Was probably for the 
first time ih presence of a father ! 

" Upbn my return fhira this highly- 
interesting visit, I endeavdured to calm 
my feelings, ^d impartially to recon-^ 
sider all the circumstances, and discover 
whether I had been impelled by some vi- 
sionary emotions or the delusive dreams 
of fancy, in the recollections that had so 
strbrigly impressed my mind. The re- 
suit of all my reflections was, that I h^ 
not been so deceived ; anii I most impa- 
tiently 



/ 
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tient]y awaited the earliest mcmient I r 
could command for pursuii^ my ohs^p* , 
vatioiu^ and endeavpuiing to eonfirra 
the bi:^fat hope that hi^; arisen. 

^' Soon after this dmimstanc^ oq- 
ctirr^, upcHti. pretence, of recovaiBgipoy 
fitreDgt)}* I proposi^ and obtain^ per- 
nois^ion of you to explore th^ neighbour* 
hood, and amusp my^iEilf by examining 
its beetles. HvkU pn^ freed from. your 
observ^tion» I hastened to lord de Montr * 
forf 3, and lost no time inreneiving ai^. 
ac^wntaacc^ irith my old fHend. Iwa« 
£3Xced to ajSS^t an ;gis$un]|/ed indifference^ 
lest I ^should excite the; old man's suspi- 
cicws;, but littfe trouble was necessai:^ . 
tO;})riiug hiia to his favourite topior— h^i . 
resHitved it of his own accords and. I 
only.yenturedtajntmupt Mn^ sop^e*. ; 
jtim€^>itH ft ie^.qu@aliana..upoiikthos6. 
' points 



M 
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peints on which I most desired to be 
informed. The first of these inquiriei 
Mus to ascertiun Who was the leader of 
this cruel foe. I started when I faeird 
the baron Owen named, as I well reod- 
Iccted my old protector reeeived fie- 
qnent dispatches from that nobleman/ 
and I also remembered that >he had'onee 
visited him, and «with ^auch naarks of 
ostentatious parade, that the drcum- 
stance had been indelibly impressed up- 
on my memory. One more^proof I ob- 
tained, still stronger than the rest, as it 
served more especially to identify «y 
person, and that'was^respecting the dress 
worn by the child upoUithe dreai^ul^day 
on « which he was lost I had a^ed if 
the boy had possessed any peculiar token 
by which he might be recognized ?-~ 
' Ay,' said . the old man, ^ around his 

bonnet 
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lx>iinet was a string of pearls fastened 
hy an emiarald in iranU and round his 
neck he wore a predous Image of our 
Lady, richly set fo pearls and emeralds : 
if my old eyes could but fiee those jewels 
onoeagain» Vd know them in an instant^ 
And such jewds had actually been long 
in my possesion-— on gala days tind fes<- 
twds they had dkirays jformed part of 
my dress: but little had J dreamt such 
value attached to iiieir possessi<ni» and 
that they were. so peculiarly my own, 
or I nesser had left them behind, when 
I ^quitted my patoon and protector, Ic^d 
-de JjsiC^* 

-'< Sa^tisfied rbeyond tny most sanguine 
hqpea with the satisfaction I had tthus 
'Obtained) and endeavouring stSU to re- 
trace, by ^the assistance of my guide, 
(every .comer of my anicaent estabhslu 

menty 
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menty and listen ta ev wy partieukr of^ 
ray eaiMest yonthy I grew : stUl. mpre 
canfinned in my conviction thai :I w9B 
indeed the; injured son of k>rdd6'M0lii(>^;: 
fort ; hvA how to reg^n my i%lH^^ h&vir \ 
to assert my identity^ hew to.wffesfefvomr^ 
my pppressor his ill-gott^expe<>tilt»IXM^:. 
were diific^ties too gpreat tovfooit^ iranH^. 
passi a stranger, without chfoiMSber a&d; 
-without wealth, could ill oppose .ihexbnaK. 
manduag. influence and .dignity of iatdr 
i^wen. 

^* With: the sequel .of Hnyilittle^.talei) 
y(sx are .already : well acquaintedip you ^ 
have witnessed the weakness .o£ iay f 
lieart, which/dared to ijrtrude its anguish 
and its hopes where sUence woirid haTs^i 
been most kin4.. most. honouraUfi. i ^ 
kww^ that J ought to^have jconceakdix 
the jardoufi of my^ attnchmtnt:^i3i )I i|vw^ 
. in 
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in. a QOBiditiom to defend it; iQ assert the. 
righUjpf w equal, and to daam the dig^- 
nity.Qtmy birth ; I tel^ihat time woyld 
aiyus^ ji^id, ,tp hasten it, was. anxious to- 
otbtaiii .wealth md your .^i^ndsbip for^. 
uiy support This w^s Jthe '^x^duct I 
intiended ^to adopt ; Jbut; jDnce admitted 
under lord Owen's roof, entrauced with . 
the ^nten^plation of a .thousand new 
graces mii> p^ections that continued to. 
develppe the. character of my adcx^. 
Ce^Uy, animated with the new hopes 
that possessjsd me» I coidd no longer xe« 
iGcam iftoixL communicating my feelings 
to her who expited them^ and was en- 
i:aptured to .find they were neither dis- 
daine4' ot disregarded* But how bitterly 
since .b9.ye I arraigned my &ult, when I 
j^^>the d^ear .object of all my affections 
unh.^py .on my account;, imrolved in 
VOL. III. H difficulties 
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difficulties of my creating— when I be- 
held her natuRd timidify tremblings lie* 
fyte a father^s wnith and withstandmg 
his power— ^ivheii I saw the sw^eet^ 
Sower in creation £oft my sake cut oflT 
from the fairest prospects, bKglited ia 
M its hopes, and preparing to Moom 
ahiidst a daiichess which knew not how 
4^ cherish its beauties I^^All these evib 
I contemplated t» my own, and felt I 
cjould freely expiate my gmlt but by 
ienouticing'the dearly-chetished^rospect 
of connubial and domestic bHi». ' 

^ If I had ever tasted the pittest joy 
—and who has not, who has been .be- 
loved by Cecily? — I haveheen IStewise^ 
doomed to ^contrast its sweets wiiii^an^ 
^utsh the most acute, when I Hioiigfat 
that I for ever bade her adiev! in that 
dreadful nunnait I forced myseIC aniray 

•ftom 
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imdm»erjr. Iii this wpetdied oMditi^a: 
j4Ui iny honoined ftimd and Jbenefee- 
tiess, moeived me; jolir penetration dis^ 
coareredaiseeret I wisfaed, ^y et dared nct^ 
^Iscftdise; t^ yoiir judgmeirt and' kindness: 
I now cofhmit my dest»iy, and proihise' 
to be governed by your deti^»iination.*'^ 
>* lic^ty,^ «aid the countess, >' a$to- 
jiishfment his kept me silent. To detect 
drte'^homi I have always esteemed a^ 
man of honour, amd inspected for his* 
virtuei^, in conduct so infembus, and 
with scarcely, I ferfr,a doubt Whis per- 
sonal' gtfflt in the transaction, has givew 
meintfuch pain. But again, to discover 
that your rank equals jrour merits*— that 
r am at length permitted to promote 
yo^r dearest interests, to' antleipalte HJie 

h2 day 
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day when tiie two objects neaiteA.my 
heart diaU be united in (me-'^<4hia» X ooor 
&gs,'is pleasure beyond wjbat I. had dared 
to antidpate; atnd almort tempts, me to 
fitMrgiye the barcm Owen the misery he 
has occaskmed. Of the truth of .your 
suspicions I entertain not the shghtsst 
doubt; but for the certain conviction of 
^iith, recourse may at any time be had 
to your iAA protector, from whom the 
king's authority will be empowered to 
obtain the &cts ocnmected with yowr 
early history. But I hc^, hy gentle 
means, to. convince the baron of his 
crime» and I^ prcmiising to conceal bis 
shame, by veUing his guUt from the 
eyes of the world, to obtain his ao^ 
escence without force or difficuky^*^ 

Henry was too much overpowered by 
his feelings to answer: p^moitted fir the 

first 




first time ih his life io Contemplate the 
glowing, picture of his imagmatiori ih 
its full force ahd beauty^ and with everj 
liope of realizing its delight»-Hiecdre in 
the protection t>f one who had powef 
equal to her wishes of assisting him--^^ 
long conviiK^d of his own rights, which 
be now viewed aa about to place him on 
the t<^most pinnacle of happiness, it Us 
not to be wondered that utterance was 
denied him to Express the joy^ he felt. 
Recbi/tering gradually his composure^ he 
poured out the efftimtis of a waim and 
giratteful heart in language the most Uv^ 
iy^^ and oiergetic; and he ventured to 
hope that the happiness of Ce^y, In 
finding all obstacles that separated them 
removed, would console her for the^ pa- 
ternal mortifications she must endure. 
For r her sake, Henry naore especially 

H 3 exhorted 
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exliorted the ooaatew to be tender <^ 
the barim's character^ a»d to ^pare 1^ 
418 ^wcdi as it was posaiUe. 

To tliis the countess readily assented: 

^acknowledged to Henry, that upon 

the discovery of his attachment to Ce^ 

leify; isbe had instantly resolved^ if it 

il^ere in any degree consisteat with bii^ 

^ii1li.or:J^tension^ to pipniote tbeiir 

imiofi, rather Ihtfn renew the d^ire sb^ 

hl4 fi^lt ibr Geeily's retivemenrt; in t&e 

^i^eh ; ^th^ty toufcbed ^fith lu^ grief aii| 

the sovfow she had visiU^ obsecv^ i» 

C^ily^ ^<$h0 : had deteni^ned upon Hm 

eonduel^ aod iti ;&your of those: whood 

filie 4lH>st tenderly loved, to raiounp^ 

the pious expectati(H)S she had £;)i!died 

for her. youngs friend. She ccmduded bj 

observing, that if It now pleased Heaven 

to cnmrn their happiness, the bright^^c- 

* * ample 



lufij^e $^ their virtues would x^ be \^ 
dpoiithe wofld. 

It was agreed between thiwiou thiwb 
Hepry should recoain quiet possessitf of 
,lu4 present abode, whilst the l^yMsXr 
gairgt visited the baron, andt csHmiy lay:- 
li^ b^or^ him the proofe they already 
Jbadjtti4stiU iQi^t obtain^ imd promis- 
vog hmevfOy ]^er$oH|i] mdulgenoe ^ 
lease jW^xdi^dmit, ^^deikyciur. to win 
^Udl 0Vi^ toJk^ wishf^ This^did^fi^ 
a^fmr/'Cimlid^^^i^ 

hands : the baron had always entertained 
for her the most unbounded respect, 
which it was much his interest still to 
preserve ; and of her ultimate success in 
her difficult embassy she entertained not 
the slightest doubt. 

But whilst all this was transacting, 
Cecily indulged a mournful despair.— 

/, i H 4 Smce 
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Since Henry'is departure to tlie countess, 
she had heard no tidings from him r mA 
silence was but sad new« for her discon- 
solate heart. She was sitting ruminat- 
ing upon her hopeless situation, when 
she beheld the equipage of the countess 
drive into the courtyard. Eagerly hfcr 
eye sought Henry, but iKV redj^roeal 
glance met hers; and; she knew net 
what presage to draw, when she * saw 
the lady Margaret enter alone, and atone 
beheld her enter her father^s^ doset:^ ' " 
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CHAPTER IX. 
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WiTfiN &tlier Anselm sought an inter* 
idew with lord Owen, to plead the cause 
of his disconsolate son, he little imagmed 
hpisr ^Gfectually he should l)e enabled, to 
serve ainother party, whose destiny, in* 
deed he had long learnt to consider hope*, 
lew, and crossed by circumstances far too 
powerful for the band of man to remove: 
But happily he had be»i deceived in his 
unfounded suppodtions, and his only 
care now was, bow to communicate the 
delightful information, without exciting 
too vicdent effects in this sudden transi- 
tion from despair to joy» Of the lady 

H 5 Julia's 
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Julia's firmness and composure he felt 
little apprehension ; he could, by a per- 
sonal interview, and by gentle and cau- 
tious steps, temper the ^lad tidings be 
had to communicate, and enable her ta 
receive it without painful emotion j^ but 
of sir Herbert de Lacy he entertained 
feal alarm that the transijdon mighft be 
too powerful for his irritaiUe n^tves to 
bear, always accustomed to feel strmiglyy 
and, in the present mournful affliction^ 
idtemately cherishing a fearful paroKjrsm 
of vic^ncf' or despair. He was now un« 
fortunatdy placed at such an immeasur^ 
able, distance, that however strongly he 
desired to see him, he Mt that his iiece&« 
sary attendance at Owen Castle must 
prevent his undertaking so long a jQim4 
ney; and yet he much wished himself 
to be the first bearer of the intdiigemsej^ 

^ and 
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'and with pradent' reserve prepare him 
'hy progressive degrees for the whde* 
teulii. . 

Hivving long, considered how to efiEc«i. 
fiift purpose^ he at length determined to 
dispttds a trusty perscm to siif Bterbert^M. 
;Oiie on whom he could confide for follow- 
ing the instruQtians^ be shoilld receive, 
and by this messenger to aUufie.him mto^ 
ihe country, upon a.general promise of 
oonsolation and comfiMrt; and he coH^ 
trived. to wcN?d^his invitation in tfaexBdn^^ 
ner he thought most likoly to pmdu^fe^ 
^ desired eflS^et;.! He i^ no' tiine in. 
axjeeuting tbia scheme^ and then itnme- 
idiatdy bentbia steps to Ic»rd MontfiMrt'a^ 
JU soon aa he could detach lutia firom 

he eoidd gain, her at^ntion > ^pnc^ he. 
q^eai^ the d^Ugbt^ su-l^ee^, and sp> 

H 6 guarded. 
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.goftided were his cc»iiiniinioBtimi^ that 
Ae reod^ed the certam 'eooTicticm (^ 
her happiness without any violent de- 
rangement; gratitude and^joy- indeed 
took possession, of bee whqfe jsquIi, and 
the fearfbt horrw she had: leamt tpat- 
tach to the name of Lacy, waa. again- 
exchiHiged fyf the purest, and most un- 
bounded afiection: 

Not one word did fitthar Ansdoa^vraf- 
ture to EUen upon the sdiyect w. success 
of snr'Waher's journey to court, iiekind' 
]y ^fWivA her the anxiefy of suspense, 
and jbid^ previously persuaded ahr Wat 
ter, that unless his suit wa» ultioftatsly 
succesirful, she shoidd never be made 
acquainted with the dignitfes ibat': bud 
awaited her, or tantaliBed- with. Hie utiir 
prospect of wealth she was doomed nei^ 
ver to enjoy; for he well kn#w Aat it 

was 



iPfM^M his mWBi mAy thb royal boiinties 
were bestowed ; and that if depivedr of 
thafr idaim to haS'unTppoftf faes ceuM na 
"bmg^ urgei her Mit; * or praciife hep « 
jamk' end paitrimoiiiy^ fyr winch he could 
iBO^QOger find a' proper motive foir ask- 
ing, r / Bat' the fUrliofe connteriance of 
iEIten Cftst4iuch an inquiring ghnce up- 
JOR the good fetther, that, he could not 
^beat indulging her witii the name of 
Wakar^ mid he .et^^en Tentured to deliver 
anessages^'cf :kindneas in his nani^e ; for 
Mien's conduct 4iad alwfr^s borne such 
tesUmonj jof/m&d^jf gentleness^ and 
acqH9»K3eno&»t-^ to dr- 

cumstalic^ and! such an ^oaple convksr 
ikm of .tl#: uncertainty^ her hope^^ 
that be was encourage to speak to her 
WiPPeiifrBquwtly pf th^t dear subject 
whic^: W9a^ even »e;ct her hearty thaa 

prudence 
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firttdenee would otfaowise ha^e aUowed 
iiiib to do; 

This oomniiuiication wi» ctutioiisljr 
concealed from rthe lady Julk^foitnevM 
fiad a suspidon %een breatted to her of 
m WaltoE^s attaclnneiit to £Xeit.; Bui 
£ither Ansehn, with equals delicacy wd 
jvdgment^ still fbiisore. a themes wfakA. 
had aomething ungracious in its sound', 
to Julia. He firedy cletailed to her tiife 
more welcome partici^rs of his arrange- 
ments TCspecting air Hetbert, aiiid his 
8angiun&'iix|>octatioii^ thai;. ere airaek 
was past» she might joyfully anticq^ 
0TCunioaAiith,j(iie.olB§eet ^ her ngaick. 
Having 'tt^ms' happily: fblfiiled 4h6 ^ir^ 
poi^i^ his Visitj 'hefn^epareditoiKtunt: 
home tO' the -castle*:^ u . i: ^:,. -^.i ;.i . 

It was so^Hh $^r thHi ^ mifit whilst, h^ 
was^ anxiously «ifi;aitfeg 4^e^aifiitdl'^ 
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m Herbert d» hacy {who had pitmiised,^ 
by the return of the messenger^ to fdlow 
«ldm iUiimediately into tiie country)^ that 
theiooutites8^jQf Richmond arrived, and<^ 
entifed i»p<m her private interview with 
theJbarciL iBefiire it was eonduded. fa- 
tber Aneehn was summoned kito their 
presence at tbs instigation of. the ktdy 
Mai^garety .who required the attendant 
of a feithfuT witness to reoonl the pro- 
ce^ngs of this eventful meeting. 

The countess. had^ so liappily woiked 
upon the hq[>es and feacs of the heroh^ 
had soothed him with such promises,* 
softened fair guilt witli sueii palUations, 
and engaged, to co&ur with sueh^^ phoi^ 
sible dicums^ces. the whole affiur to 
the worid, tluEit he was induced to pliead 
guilty to what indeed he oouldjio longet 
deny, mA at xxnce to throw himself u|>on 

the 
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the mercy) and submit lumself to tlie 
guidance of the august mother o£ his 
monarch. On her part, shb fltipohted 
to guarantee to Henry, now Eidwin de 
Montfort, the possesiskm of estates, at 
her demise to be settled upon himself 
and heira, in case lord Owen still desired 
to unite his son to the supposed heiresa 
of lord Montfort ; and with this' oonceSi- 
fiion in his fitvour, he reluctantly agreed 
to bestow bis daughter Cecily upon Ed* 
win de Mojitfort Delighted with thus, 
obtaining; the success she .so anxiously 
sought, she requested the immediate at- 
tendance of &ther Aoselm, as th^ coofiv 

I r 

daitial servant of the family, top; attest 
the acknowledgment and permission she 
hadoUained* To thi^ request ,tbeba»>n 
rather reluctantly agreed. ; . _ 
The. confessor's astonishmeiU; was 

strongly 




is^trongly esdted; as he limned to the 
ettrabitUnkly tale ; and h^ jbinied with 
the obliiitess in ocmgratulating the ba«m 
upon tHe happy issue of hin bwi^^ «i- 
warrantable conduct, and ntKm the re- 
lief which his h^vily^-burdened con- 
science must.nbw eifjoy. He pointed 
to titot Provideilce which had M c^i- 
spicuously suppoirted h£s vibtim thveogh' 
all the vicissitudes of his careo*, and ac- 
knowledged that the hand of Hedven 
was' visible throaghout. He then be- 
sought the countess to unite with hitn 
in soHcitiqg fer the &^iness of liis son, 
sir Waker^ and iQ few words made iMr 
acquaintsed with die atjtackment lie hM 
long fek for Miss Percy, and 6f his rxat- 
jesty^s^graciotis'concessiidns in hi^ favour. 
Never had the haughty bardh in the 
prond'Cotxrse of his life felt so huibbled, 

nevet^ 
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never had Ms heartfelt «o aofteAed^ ne^ 
ver had his temper pioinised audi gra- 
mus c(nnpliaace» as in the prairat mc^ 
menft. Fatb^ Anselbi proceeded to de^ 
USl the generous proposi^ of sir Walter 
de Laey^ which still lefi; the MoBt&rt 
estates at the baron's duspiosai^ a»d flie 
countess instantly took ti|)on liersdf to 
•arrange the trii^ aSIiance.^ > , 

'' My lerd," said she, '' tot u» hnty aU 
past misay in present eq^cgnaieni; jmv 
have taught the children 4£ uMo&m Ae 
true iralue t)f haippinesSr and .ytn irilL 
.teach them, in their present joy^^ ta fat- 
get that yon h«re made them suffer. 
Aoeqpt the king's ^gmcious offimrrre^ 
eeive EUen Perey« ; who is nkeic^ oT 
noUe bloody and present her aB-Uoom; 
ing and spotiess to your' sdn* SuiSer 
the Montfort estates to; KuneA to then: 

true 
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tnie heir^ and with him grant the greats 
e«t bocm you have to bestow — ^the hand 
of my dearest -Cecily; never will twa 
purer hearts unite» never will moiie ex- 
alted, n^ent flourish aaid adorn ngcx^^ 
^law the lady Julia Montfort to jield 
JUerseH* where her heart has long Ipeeo^ 
giv;en: and in return for yoor kind ioe; 
di%enoe^ I freely resign into your bandf^ 
my estate x£ Lkngw^yi^ with all itp 
Aghjta and {wivUegesy to bestow where 
and how you will^; more I cannot eoor 
^iFeaiea^y spare &09), the vsious daoms 
Aat learning and cbarl^ most {&rviHy 
make upon n^ funds^ and some littl^ 
inheri^ce it is but jurt to reserve fo^ 
.the now-portionless Julia, ^d her disr 
iilterested and liberal De Lacy." 
. Tp this generous and sootliing address 
i^e baron could make no reply: emr 

bracing 
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Brackig every adtantage which ndW^<jC 
fered, much wealth must accrue to h& 
fkmily; and although lie sh^ nMSiing 
which could realize ^e goldeif d^eiltitiB 
he had long indulged, ye€ remembering 
the disgrace that had so lately threaf^N 
ed to overwhelms him, he thought him* 
self most fortunate in beifig attovred to 
capitulate upon such honourable terms : 
by degrees therefore he acceded to.ali 
that was asked, and consented to the 
ftftppiness of all parties; 
■' The conference -ended, the countess 
of Richmond lost no time in eomnmn^ 
eating its happy resuit to the lady Cei- 
crly. Her heart . experienced vmous 
emotions as she listened alternately* to 
the evil designs of ha* father, and the 
long and meek forbearance of her virtu- 
ous admirer, who was now about to rieap 

the 
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tbe full harvest of hii| e;[cceUent conduct 
What a painful sensation it iR)rmed m 
her n^indy to perceive the brightest traits 
in Im exalted character the more fordUy 
Inflected ^u:)9ugh her own fiatber^s mst-: 
Qonduct-*-^to jexperience from the same 
cause a strong sense of parental bumiliar 
tioQ,.and a proud glo^ in the lofty me- 
rita:x^ that man :iiirhom she had so losqg 
chosen and selected for his superiority ! 
—The coiii9ict was painfii}, but it is 
needless to say that joy fai^ very fyr 
syurpassed her jsorraw-wthat she soon te> 
oonciled herself to events which were 
only known when thek ill e£Eects had 
passed away-«-when ;the sun, as from a 
deep doud, was emerging from long 
obscurity; and promised a lengtheaed 
period of brilliance and prosperity. 
The partiicidars of these events were 

speedily 
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.^^peedily dictilatod tiliroagiiont tiie fiimi* 
fjTy and from th^fiee it was scxm wfai^r- 
£d tiiroagh the neighboaiiiood : eweij 
CKrevms taken to interpfet the tale witb 
the most scropnloias n^gaid to tiiebardhV 
.fomonr, and to exculpate him aainraeh 
us possible from the odious charge of im*> 
mediate and premecBtated connirance; 
.and this was Ute more easily eflfi?cted, 
from the secrecy in which the drctnnh 
stances had hitherto been involved. 
Edwin de Montfort was instantly-sent 

■ 

ibr to the castle ; and it was well for him 
that soriie little space intervened between 
himself atid Cedly, when he first receiv- 
ed tihe summons; some little time was 
thus allowed him to compose his agitated' 
ftdmgs, and to prepare for an interview 
which promise a boundless excess of 
its^piness, almost too great for tiie Hmit- 

ed 
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^ed measure of human faculties to endure. 
To attempt to describe the felicity of 
their meeting were vain: it is in the 
imagination of Jtho^ ouXy who have 
yielded every earthly hc^, who have 
been torn from every human joy, that 
the picture can 'be drawn j it ii» those 
<Hily i^ho halve tested tfee bitterest woes^^ 
of ^sai^intment and despair, who can 
justly ffppredate the powerftil contrast, 
umi caleulafte tihe magnitude of their 
faappineis, athd estimate the i^ality i^ 
Jihrir jgood fortune. 
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^H£ fiist interview between Edwiaaud^ 

• ... ft 

the baron was distressing but fiiendly^^; 
with the most generous cordiality £dr, 
win extended his haad^ and adcno^^ 
ledged'that the blessing he jiow ialpart-^ 
ed, the gift he now bestowed, &r evjss; 
obliterated the^remembrance of thepast^ 
<and made him the envied object, of his 
bounty. — *^ From an abandoned, help- 
less orphan,^' said he, " I now find my- 
self blessed with two &thers; and it 
shall ever be the study of my life to 
prove my gratitude and devotion to 
both,'' 

The 



• t^b'ltoM iUMlmtii idh iiiost (joufteous 
eeiili^ifttMi'- fi^ ri6tf<i^ed him With IShAi. 

dliiiMSoli in ithyfk drciiiliistaiides Mild 

W^ -Hkr^ '«{ii^i!H«eO aft^ Htlib ^i»«ye hbi 

«*rgeH ibi ]^rti^, tli^ counts of Ili%* 
^^Rttd #^^^ C^ b^ ad6ptea «Mt ffa« 

liiy hb4ie<*r2yi«KMibv^rM ^iit^t, and fM 

mam^mvA ehdfy^xim nc^ntitpgiA^^ het 
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To this proposd . £dwin . instaiitly 
agreed^ . apd tMr iatentioa was ai^ 4»peqf- 
4ily ejcecutecL Jb lord Montfoit'>s. feeble 
situatiCMi, every precaution yros xi^eefi- 
sary : lady Margaret toucbed lightly and 
gently on the theme; some hours inter- 
yened before she trusted 4he injured ffih 
tl^er with the knowledge that^rhii ^cp 
lived, and many more elapsed bef€M?e die 
informed hun^ tji^it rthat;;Son ^as now 
adjiu^y beneath his Toojd Butt ol^jin 
possession of that delightful inteUig^^ 
his impatience would brook .. no fujrther 
dd[ay 4^ although his emac^ed Jrame had 
for weeks bec^Ttextended on the bed of 
sickness, although his feeble limbs. had 
lopg refuse^ to support himj^ a si^dd^ 
vigour seemed to . nerve him^rr^e aqofse 
ffom^ his couch/ and, huivying. .fi^o^ 
roomy ^e rushed intp titie i^rms pf his 
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loi^lost and long-iaJ9iented son. There 
was not a faeart* that did not beat with 
joy*-«not a soul that did not yibra^te witE 
its own peculiar happiness : tlie tender- 
ness and constancy of Ellen now rejoiced 
in its omi rich reward; the sorrpw of 
Julia was bo more-r-she exultifif in the 
possession of a brother whose affection 
she could return with the purest warmth, 
whilst her heart acknowledged a love as 
legitimate as it was leryent, and which 
Heaven now.promised to crown with its 
fullest enjoyment How infinite was 

lier astonishment, when first informed 

u ... - • 

by the timid J^llen of sir W^ter Owen's 
secret attachment, and of its happy re- 
sult ! but her pleasure equalled her sur^ 
prise, and she congmtulated her with- the 
.warmest friendship. 

The exertion which nature made had 

1 8 exhausted 
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^bausted the languid jkmner^ of fotd 
Montfort ; but he could stitt beftbld, fae 
could .^till listen to his son. He fbrtKM 
all reflection upon thcf man trho' hAd so 
grievously injured him, though htr rtwld 
not avoid tracing the deep-laid pldt^ aQd 
the cruel cause for which it hdd b^ 
devised. But, now his prt^erty again 
flowed in its true legitimate chatlnd, he 
stiH perceived himself Messed with dti 
hett to his title, in the person of orie 
Vhnse fame equalled his tM\c, vfhd sM- 
ed the rich jewels of virtue mA honour 
to his coronet, and who wotifd ti^mstiiil 
to the latest posterity blessings' on tijie 
Dame of Montfort ;- these ttwe eonside* 
rations which alone occn|>ied^ Mr mind, 
and blotted out every latent seijthttent 
of rancour and ill-wilL When tJitf ieart 
tiounds with joy, it is* tiatanll^ pft>ne to 

every 



OV/t,^ AND ^E IVfONTEOJlT. 17* 

6V&y db^itiible, every axniaBle feeling; 
md this disposition was further strength-. 
eaed by the example of his most excel-; 
lei|t son : he recounted to him every ad- 
T^nture of his life— « tale which excited 
the liveliest sensations in the bosom of 
lus father, and which furnished abundant; 

matmals foi* the most interesting con-. 

• ■ . 

v^sation. 

]^ot}uiig now was necessary to com- 
^t^ the general joy but the arrival of 
mr Herbert de Lacy, and tha^t addition 
wm not long wanting to their happiness. 
The day after these interesting events 
li9d taken place he arrived, accompanied 
by &ther Anselm, fully prepared to em*- 
brace and to reclaim his longJost Julig. 
I#prd Mcmtfort received him with affeo- 
fc^onate regard : if af\y thing could add 
to the eestacy of his present feelings, it 

1 3 was 
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was the pleasing refLeCiian that his^ he^ 
loved daughter's happiness was securt&d'' 
upon a foundation of her o\yn forming, 
and in every respect promidng to be 
firm and durable. Were it possiWe to' 
analyze the human heart with crtreet- 
ness, and to weigh in a just balance tlie 
opposite sensations of -pain and pleasure, 
one might be almost tempted- to pro- 
nounce that the exquisite feelings of the 
present hour outweighed the fiorrowi df 
the past, and richly compen toted the* 
heart of lord IMontfort for twenty^-one 
years of mournful regret. ^ ■ 

What a picture was this fof the coun^ 
teSs of Richmond and the good father 
td behold !---Their active exertions had 
principally contributed to produce these 
l^ppy events; tliey were the p!iomotev8> 
they were the glad contrivefs of aH ; an^ 

in 



in the gratitude of every hearty in the 
affectionate regards of tlfe j63rful grodp^ 
they felt themselves richly rewarded foif 
all their csH^i • ^ 

The ceremony ctf the mdrriage-nup-' 
tlats; it wasr dea*eed, should tajce place; at 
Castle Qwen^ as a public tribute of re-, 
spect ta its ownev^ whichy though hC: ill 
desenred sud^ Mnsideratef. kindness, wag- 
»3«tiU ftirther pioof of fhe liberality of 
liiose wlumi be had so grossly^ injured^ 
mH '<xf tibe dispGN»tion they:fek to prac^ 
tise the Christian principle of ^ charitable 
forgiveness. By sudi an open act of 
good fdlowship on the part of lord 
Montfort, the'wcNrld had no further right 
to suppose tb^t he had been eo paiiifully 
aggrieved by the barcm'^ connivance, or 
timt'iie could so soon reconcile himself 
to one who had long acted such a trea- 

1 4 cherous 



^»B^rik 9^9^im 9^('sm^ mm^ 9^ 
fait IttI }m9wif>igfi9^ hmU'^s'^n^^^f^k 

ed and subdued in the schopj^ p$ 9j|ii6<' 

i» T^rimiwta and ft»r» if 4^ ^iMJiiiK hHitd^: 
^ tofehie eaw^l^ of ki«^ InoiU }»eft |# 

Quanv oond«qu)»lk>n<t .tfae ttm sd^fii^ |pb> 
IdlMD bad kpgi i9)rfiwl |pefiM«.;hii» tjKii^ 

the 4t9gr8(»«» whi(^)t.^dfl»«OT^iieMi 
cans^icuQud^ toibi^vtftw; andt^(^hft< 

contrasted 
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ODlitnsted with the vefnerable esteem 
wiudi 18 alwtjrs virtoiA own : reward^ 
and which. n0w ciowxied with honour 
those who had ever loved ita preceptif 
and obeyed its dictates. He reflected 
OB the instability of all human sdiemee^, 
the msufliciencv of human wisdom: the 
wefiphud pile whidi he had been so long' 
lA^ Mnringy and h^ actually raised to its: 
beight*-^R^ch he had devised with the 
most cutining artifice^ and wrought widi 
wMreby and skills— all was undone^ and 
in the bands of a higher power it waa 
but the \tork of a inoment to dash thia 
high^built castle to the ground, and ih^ 
volve it in utter ruin and destruction. 
■• These were the reflections which rea^ 
son suggested to his mind ; and lie re- 
solved to atone for the past in the amend* 
went of the future, to study rather, the 

1 3 happiness 
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happiness tlian tl>e exaltation of.his ia< 
inily, and to iihtiVate wliat was good 
rather tluin wliat was great* He itemem*' 
bered that, etirly in life, ' and before^ he 
was possessed of his inheritance, it wa» 
his delight to ponder upon the scheme 
of oxoellenoe he would adopt i^ith hift 
wealth and titte; what active benevo- 
lence should govern the distribution of 
his riches, what condescension lend a 
new grace to every kindness, what hap*- 
piness should ' diffuse itself around Im 
dwelling, and constitute him the eetitce 
of every earthly felicity. But, unhap- 
pily for him, these riches brought their 
temptation ; they opened his eyes to 
new ideas and new pursuits ; and the 
more his wishes were gratified, the more 
inordinate they grew, the more.calloua 
they rendered his heart; too surely prov*- 

ing 
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mg the force ofthat divine maxim whioh ; 
8ay»-^^^ It 18 easier fyc f^oamel to enter 
into the ]0yfs o£ a needle, than for a; 
rich xmui to enter inta tba kingdoiq of 
heaven." 

Happily for his: fuituB<^ peace of ip&i^^ 
an end wm suddenly put to this racis of. 
blindness and of folly : the gps^itude;.af 
his children, the affection of his wife, 
the indulgence of his friends, and the 
mercy of hi» enemies, brought him ta 
a sense of sorrow, and of shame, and 
wrought in. him. the happiest efifecta^^; 
and these were first evinced by the re- 
turning kindness with, which he grate- 
fully acknowledged the meek forbear-- 
ance and soothing fondness of lady 
Owen ; since the earliest season of their 
marriage she had never known him so 
courteous or so winning. From nature 

f \ 1 6 lord 
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loid Owen had not peooved a bad hemt 
or aa evil i&sposAim^ but bodi had hog 
be^i cmnipted, and had made bim proud; 
on^etbearing» and enminal; and tiiis wift 
always be the &te of man, where panioA 
is allowed ta hpld the reins, in ^V'feM*^ 
of reason and virtue, oi» QDly sure goid^ 
anddefeaoe. 
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Chapter XI 



•fiiR Writer Owefi» wfaQ ha4 flowi^ o«r 
the urings ^ love to Elkcu wius tb^ firat 
upon his Ketum to ftnnounpo to bi9 Ai- 
ther the entive fi>i^eBcas9 of lord Mo^t^^ 
fi>it, aad hie utter obKyion of the past^^ 
to QomiDuniGate the wiihea of all to asK. 
siemble at Castle Oweii» and t^ere reoeiv^ 
the respecUve happiness tivsiit . awaited 
them, and c^mmenioiate with fbstiver 
joy tihe deh^hful occasiaD. * I^parar 
tions were aooordin^y made, and all 
isere engaged in the active hustle t^t 
attended them: but still son» little^ 
tune must, ehpse be£>re tibe hai^y d^y,- 
- f . The 
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The law had then acquired what it has 
ever since most scrupulously maintained 
*— a character for delay, and in the van- 
ous settlements to be arranged, there was 
much to employ its skill, and to. exercise 
the eager impatience of its clients : be- 
sides, a messenger was «dispfrtehed to* 
Murt, to conclude tJieaningeuieiitfi 
i^cting the baroness of Luvel, 4hBt 
new title might be wont before k nkrgeidL 
m the splendour e£ be? husband's ; a^d 
H was Tlecessai^ to await* i the > retom ^ ^ 
this dispatch^ becwse it had been long^ 
decided th^ the same f day should' wife- 
sess the happintes of aU parties^ : « ; r : r 
Lord Moatfovthadiorigiiially mfiend- 
ed to> join, the &stiv^dhiong) and be pie^ 
sent at the aaispidous. nuptials,- that,* if 
tfa^ public indignaition stiU related upon* 
the barcHi Owen, it might be entirely^ 

done 
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done away by such a decided act o£ 
hamioiiy and good fellowsbip; but hisk 
beahh again relapsed too suddenly to 
admit ;i9f his removal: it was but too 
evident :*tliat his feeble constitution was 
now visibly inq^aired^ and admitted little 
'hope of recovery — the transient reno-i 
vation he had lately experienced was 
now succeeded by a feeble languor and 
debility.' The 'more he grew sensible of 
his increasitig weakness,.the more impa^ 
tiei^ he became for bis children^ l^ppir 
liess: that hiS;deathbed might be sootfa)^ 
ed by tb^r smiles, a^d his pains alle^ 
viated by their pleasures— this was the 
only hope £Mr which he still fished, to 
Uve; and it was with no slight degree of 
irritation he impatiently awaited the day. 
whiofa^ immediately s^i^the ceremony^ 

waa 
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was to reunite his cbil^rdn mnder Juft 
own roof. In the meantime, he entrust** 
ed the kdy Julia to her brother's care^ 
and accompanied by Ellen and sir Her» 
bert de Lacy^ they arrived at Gasde 
Owen, now the seat of real festivity and 
enjoyment. 

Lady Caitherine Owen portidpated in 
the genend sensation ; she had witnessecl 
her sister's despair, i^ had keenly f^t- 
her sorrows, and minted with her grief; 
and now she as "freely sympatitiased ni 
h^ joy, arranged the festive scene, and 
ministered to the«general voice* of gaiety 
and mirth. 

The eastie-gatesr were thiown openy 
and orders were given for the admisskmf 
of all itinerant travellers^ whose profts:^ 
sioA was to affi>i4 laugliter d^ wimaek 

'^ ment. 
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hiUe figure, wha advanced tiritfa his holtf^ 
pending before bim. This man was »' 
tfue fdic of that aneient tkce wlio vret^^ 
the original suceessor^ of the* Scandin^*- 
vian bai^i whose skiil^ had been const-' 
deied divine, and their peMOAS-helclr 
sacred^--^whose attendtoee had- •been' so-^ 
licited by monardis;- and their-ftt^dsteea' 
everywhere courted ai»d (t^i&^ilStd. - 
^ After 'reverend coiirte»isi ^d^fbe^w^ 

atoibled company^ h»^€te«red Jiis v)dber 
^ped. hi» Dps wit6 ^e boQow of M^ 
hand, tempered hi6 €rtrii%s ^ moiit delif 
CBte tune^ stradt 9^ 1^ w^d note^ by 
way of prelnde; then burst into & sblemn 
chord, and sung wittv ^grthdsiasftn 1h6' 
antiquity and heroic ^ coiirsige of the 
bouse of Ow^i; then suddenly he ad* 
verted to the bloomiihg 'promise of its^ 

young 
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young descendants, congratulated them' 
4ipon their pres^^nt happy prospects, atuff 
donduded with invokmg fresh blessiifgs 
on their he&dsir 

Aptitude of complinAent- and readiness^ 
of- it! vention were the' necessary accom- • 
plishments of • these ready votaries of 
pleasure, and it is astmiishing with what' 
fkdlity dnd happy addresii^ they conUt 
arrange their tocal flattery. When the 
present sfridiAs ceased,- eVeiy - one wiM' 
^i^xious to add their testimony of praise; 
and ^ what was of more essential value to 
the musician, a small tnbute of money 
likewise to the pocwr distressed wanderer. 
All was thankfully received ; «nd after 
being liberally entertained at the seru 
vants' faospitaUe board, he was sufieredr 
to pass on^ to the next noble house mh^ 

would 




Coosqiouft of the 1fm% mflneiice they 
had long held in the public esteen^ theae. 
itinerant bai?ds ha4 i^ftrot tq abuse their 
sacred privil^e^; they h^d ipcr^fu^ to. 
a troubiesQine de^greei wmd bad* too often 
r^t^tne^ the bpepit^W* Wwdoes^ of their 
ef)^tfm9^ with »»pt «nd dfbmchfivyy 

h»4 lifiKN^d th^ dinichjt^fs pf rx^ny a; 

spQs: «ui^ qwdwt h«d necessarily a)ie»*. 
s^ tb? admMi^^ a»d i^peot in wW^ 
tbey Iwd jfo .l^qg r^oioedii government 
had iQter^sred to represci their numb^:^ 
imd the^r privil£ge«i» md they were now 
gradually b^ninng t# sink into con- 
tempt; mom refined «niu$eroent3 were 
arising into public nptlce, md bade fair 

to 




to trample on the ruins of minstrelsy, 
and all its train of mimicry and jug- 
j^ry. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



Time glided away <iupidly; unheeded 
flew .those hours which were passed An 
affection and in the anticipation 6f fa- 
^toxre joys — unheeded they passed, tift 
that momentous hour arrived when Hy- 
^en was to assert his rights, and as- 
semble the festive throng around his 
.altar. 

The ipresence of the lady Margaret, 
countess of Bichmond, at the ceremony, 
communicated a pride and pleasure to 
all. She was magnificently attended, 
and sumptuously arrayed for the auspi- 
<;ious occasion. Never had the principa- 
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Htyi WAtn^$9e^ jSQ; pr^u4 a^ if^iie, never 
h^* SMfh^.higb s^Uiances Ijjec^. cemented 
in /the s»pe hour^ and which pcpmised 
to unite ancient j^n^Hies in returning, 
harmony i4tt^dfii^i4$bip.% ./ ^^ . 

Xiady Jidia^de ,M(»ijt£brt fii;st appear-* 
edt f»d/Was pre^Qi^d by herj|l>ro1^ 
sir iSei;bert .de . %iWj:^ . F^tb^r Ansi^ka 
was; tlfe i^^Si^u#Q,g :prie&t ; . fU;, the united 
request)^: ^ the. pisi^ljyn. coqicenied» ffae 
hfid bmi appomted 40' ^is.lionourable 
o£Bk^; iiirhiph lf»:d Pwea-ha^ 
sheal^«>havj;,:bew fiUe;^ by .^i^^e high 
digniti^ <>f the chuj;;^/ ^hel^yfLovi^l 
/and sir Walter Qwen Mcere the next pair 
l^ho^f4^^'^ 4g^^ yof , Hypien,rctlie 
kt^^ing j[ff«^ntedtto h^ husband, by 
Ibrdsp^e^^^ apc^ ^tly.api^e^ned 

the trei]|^^ng,;-jtinqid!G^y,..w^ 
4iof^ d^«re(i fby Jk^ r&^ber in^,4^^ 

^ hands 



When the cmtfimiit WHt^ t^SSHii 

iM<iWdi'boitgV:t«6li»toi*{h^^^^ 

new 
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new ties which were now formed, ample 
occasion presented itself for kind for- 
giveness. Lord Montfort greeted his 
^lest with ready courtesy ; not a wor^ 
was uttered respecting the past, not a 
hliit was thrown out that tended to re- 
flect upon his conduct ; ^nd the strong 
effort thus made by lord Montfort was 
gratefully though silently appreciated 
by lord Owen. From thJs moment the 
families were united in bonds of har- 
mony as well as kindred ; equality seem- 
ed once more to be established between 
them, and that good fellowship which 
had long su'bsisted amongst their ances* 
tors bade fair to descend, with taiewed 
warmth and aflfection, upon their diil- 
dren. 

What more can history record (rf these 
ex^ted^ndividuals ? With ch^acters 

VOL. Ill, K ripened 
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npened aiid reformed in the school of 
adversity, they prepared to enter life 
with every advantage of experience and 
of domestic promise. The eager and 
instable temper of sir Herbert de Lacy 
had learnt to repress its untameable im- 
petuosity in the trials it had undergone, 
and tlie mildness .and gentleness of his 
Juha was a constant check upon this 
natural foible, and served, in time, effec- 
tually to restrain it The young lady 
Owen, grateful to that Providence who 
bad ruled her destiny, felt it alike her 
duty and delight to minister to her hus- 
band's wishes, to cultivate in him every 
good feeling, and to endeavour, by her 
qwn example, to cpnfirm his virtue, to 
<Io good to all, and to prove herself not 
eatirely unworthy of that brilttint &te 
which Heaven had called her #0 fulfil. 

The 



Wj;' : 




OMEN AND DE MOXTFORT. 1$^5 

The lady Cecily and Edwin de Mont- 
fort, as they advanced in life, coiyfirmed 
the early promise of their youth; eadr 
excited the other to fresh deeds of ex- 
cellence — they were at once the example 
of their equals and the blessing of their 
inferiors. 

Lady Catherine Owen did not loit^ 
remain single. About the time of her 
sister's nwirriage, her old and feeble ad^ 
mirer, the earl de Blois, died, and hid 
title and: estates descended to his ne* 
phew, an amiable young man, whom; 
from motives of jealousy, the 'old earl 
had long maintained in the most irk- 
some dependence. His father's extrava- 
gance had early dissipated a younger 
brother's fortune, and he, upon his death- 
bed, had earnestly exhorted the earl to 
protect his hapless son. This request 
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had been very ill fulfilled; jealous of 
the merits of one who was destined by 
nature to become his heir, in the mean- 
time he determined to vex and harass 
his noble spirit, and keep out of public 
notice merits which might serve to mark 
his own conduct the more conspicuously. 
Subdued, and long accustomed to be 
held under restraint, he admired, but 
admired in silence, the good sense and 
good temper of lady Catherine Owes. 
Accpstomcd to visit occ^comlly at the 
oastle, he had frequent opportunities o( 
festering his admiration ; but when his 
uncle came fi>rward and announced him- 
self l^et suitor, he felt it his duty to with- 
draw himi^lf entirely from her notice, 
and bury in perpetual silence his unfor- 
tunate predilection. So faithfully had 
Ije fulfilled his purpose, that it was not 

till 
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till after the earl's death that lady Ca- 
therine, for the first time, listened to his* 
love, and heard him announce an attach- 
ment of which she had long been the 
object. Her - father heard it with de- 
Kght, and it must net be denied that 
the young lady herself perceived it with 
approlmtian. 

As soon as the days of mourning for 
the late earr were completed, prepara- 
tions were made for the wedding, and 
lord Owen had at length the satisfaction 
of seeing one of his childi-en settled in 
that rank and splendour his heart had 
long widied to assign her. But the 
charm of weaith to him had now. lost 
half its value, and he could not help ob- 
serving that it was at length attained 
by means unassisted by any efforts of 
his own, and was Iwrought to pass by 

K 3 that 



198 raS FAMILIES OF 

that Poorer which can at all timei cow 
fimnd the fisehle eflEbits cf maiv and 
mock his praadest endeavours. 

LfOtd MoDtfort did not IcHig sunrise 
tills happy era oS^ his life — he had just 
tune to dasp a new-faom grandson m 
his arms, before nature;^ long exhausted, 
began rapidly to decay. His end was 
peaod^ his death gradual and he at 
length experienced the highest gratifi- 
cation of whidb he waa now capable, 
that of dying in the arms of his scm. 

In succeeding to his Other's title and 
estates, lord Montfini; succeeded to the 
further power of doing good. Soon after 
his marriage, he had dispatched messages 
of kind inquiry to his old patron and 
youthful companions at lord de Liaey's, 
and from that time fcnrward an InCTeas- 
ing intimacy subsisted between them. 

By 
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By strictattention and prudent arrange- 
m^it, the Montfort estates^ so long en** 
cun^bered^ rapidly improved ; and not- 
withstanding the increasing demands of* 
a young &mily^ and the various claims 
of the poor, Montfort Castle was seem 
gradually to arise from its ruins, more- 
q>laidid than before. 

It may readily be supposed that Wi£r 
liajn Walley and his wife were not ne- 
glected : their e^tage in the park wat 
improved, and themsetres were welcome 
and constant guests in the servants' hall. 
Dame Wailey was appointed to rule in 
the nursery, and was always the chosen 
&vourite of her kind mistress, who could 
never forget the important services her 
husband's agen^ had effected^ 

Father Anselm lived long and de- 
servedly respected: he bad the good 

fortune 
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fortune to outlive the ruins of that spi- 
ritual tyranny which he had so long 
condemned^ and in his own practice so 
carefully avoided; be lived to see the 
enlightened doctrines of Luther cherish- 
ed and admired — to see the foundations 
of that reformation laid, which, notwith- 
standing the remains of bigotry which 
still checked its progress and obscured 
its light, gradually unfolded the riches 
of its treasures, and spread true religion 
and virtue throughout the British em^ 
pire. 

Margaret countess of Richmond was 
doomed in the renmant of her days to 
experience one bitter grief — she was be- 
jreaved of her son, and that at a time 
when, still in the meridian of life, with 
his kingdom in peace, he might stilly in 
the blindness of humanity, be antici- 
pating 
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pating fresh glory and additional renown 
and happiness. She survived his loss 
but three montlis, leaving behind her a 
fame unblemished, and a memory which 
still exists in the grateful hearts of those, 
who are fostered in the various seats of 
learning founded by her generosity, and 
still supported by her liberal endow- 
ments. , 

Around the neighbourhood of Montr 
fort Castle all was peace and prosperity : 
the young were gay, the old were cheer- 
ful ; want was banished from every cot- 
tage, and vice, discouraged and discoufi- 
tenanced, sought more favourable soil 
for its growth : every district was under 
the immediate notice of its lord, every 
want was known and soothed, every 
fault was reproved and punished, and" 
encouragement was never withheld from 

the 
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the virtuous. Under such happy au^ 
pices, what benefits accrued ! what evils 
were checked in their career ! what ex- 
cellenc*e was fostered and brought to 
perfection ! — Majr such a bright example 
stimulate others to imitate the same con- 
duct! may the reahty of this picture 
exist in modem days, and eclipse in real 
splendour the perfection which imagina^ 
tion only has attached to the " tale of 
ancient days !** 
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The Rockingham Family r by Mrs.Pilkingtoa • 40 

.farmer of Ingtewood Forest, by Mrs, Helraei 3d edition, 

4vols. •^.....^ i*., •••• 100 
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Sonsof St.David, aCambro-British Historical Romance, 

by Griiftths ap Griffiths, Esq. 3 vols 15 

Wcrmione, or the Defaulter, by Caroline Scott, 2 vols . . 10 6 

Mary and Fanny, by Juvenis 4 

Park's Travels in Africa, abiidged by John CatAp'bcll, 

Esq 4 6 

Original of the Miniature, by Selina Davenport, 4 vols .1 2 

Gorlfrey Ranker, by D. W. Paynter, 3 vols 16 6 

Cicely, or the Rose of Raby, by Agnes Musgrave, 3d 

edition, 4 vols 

The Revealer of Secrets, by the Author of Substance 1 

and Shadov/, &.c. 3 vols O 15 o 

Claudine, or Pertinacity, by Bridget Bluemantle, 3 vols 15 
Villasantclle, or the Curious Impertinent, by Catharine 

Sclden > 6 6 

The Wife of Fitzalice and the Caledonian Siren, a 

Romance, by Marianne Breton, 5 vols 1 7 6 

Life of a Recluse, by A. Gibson, 2 vols 10 4» 

Mysteries of Hungarry, a Romantic Story of the Fi<f- 

teenth Century, by Edward Moore, Esq. Author of 

Sir Ralph de Bi«;od, &c. &c.:i vols , 16 ^ 

Gonzalo de Baldlvia, a Romance, by Anne of Swansea, 

4 vols ISO 

Education, or Elizabeth, her Lover and Husband, by 

Eliza Taylor, 3 vols 15 

Penitent of Godstow, or Magdalen, by Mrs, Hclme, 2d 

edition, 3 vols 15 

^x» Clair of the Isles, or the Outlaws of Banra, by the 

same, 2d edition, 4 vols 1 

Caroline of LichtBeld, a new edition^ translated by Tho* 

mas Holcroft, 3 vols 15 Q 

Memoirs of an American Lady, by the Author of Letters 

from the Mountains, 3d edition, 2 vols 12 

Love, Hatred J and Revenge, a Swiss RoQianoe, by T. P. 

Lathy, 2d edition, 3 vols ^ 15 Q 

Pevil upon Two Sticks in England, by the Author xA 

Dr. Syntax's Tour in Search of the PictUTCsq^ie, &c, 

^tb editioni 6 YO^ ««,.,,.. 1 10 O 
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